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Conflicting reports 
surface over 
Tymoshenko’s health 


3 Ukrainian Canadian and 2 German doctors 
join Ukrainian team in examinations 


By Marco Levytsky 
Incorporating reports from the 
Kyiv Post, Interfax-Ukraine, RFE/ 
RL, Ukrainian News Agency, the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Of- 
fice of MP Robert Sopuck 

Conflicting reports on the state 
of imprisoned ЮКкгаїпіап opposi- 
tion leader Yulia Tymoshenko sur- 
faced on the internet as this issue 
of Ukrainian News went to press, 
Feb. 16 

Canadian, German and Ukrainian 
doctors examined Tymoshenko at 
the labour camp where she is being 
held, near Kharkiv, on Feb. 14 and 
15. 

Medical examinations by Cana- 
dian and German doctors failed to 
clear up the mystery surrounding 
the health of Tymoshenko, report- 
ed Yuriy Onyshkiy of the Kyiv Post 
on Feb. 16. 

He wrote that the respected on- 
line news website Ukrainska Prav- 
da cited unnamed sources as say- 
ing on Feb. 15 that German doctors 
had concluded she had a herni- 
ated disc in her spme and needed 
surgery. But Raisa Moiseyenko, a 
deputy health minister, said such 
information isn’t mentioned in the 
papers that German and Canadian 
doctors handed to their Ukrainian 
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colleagues. A Ukrainian member of 
the medical commission in charge 
of examining Tymoshenko, Yevhen 
Pedachenko, said the opposition 
leader does not require surgery. 
The Canadian and German doctors 
left without comment. 

Taras Zalusky, Executive Direc- 
tor of the Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress, which helped the Canadian 
government arrange the examina- 
tions by the Canadian doctors and 
provided Canada’s Foreign Min- 
istry with five names of doctors 
who could speak Ukrainian, told 
Ukrainian News on Feb. 15, that 
they were bound by the same rules 
of patient confidentiality that apply 
in Canada. 

This means they can disclose 
their findings only to the patient 
herself, or anyone she permits to 
share them. 

Moiseyenko also claimed that 
Tymoshenko asked that the diag- 
nosis of the doctors not be made 
public, reported RFE/RL. 

Tymoshenko’s defence lawyer 
Serhiy Vlasenko said that the Ca- 
nadian and German doctors diag- 
nosed her as being very ill, report- 
ed Interfax-Ukraine 

“As far as I know, the German 
doctors noted serious problems 
with Tymoshenko’s health. The 
Canadian doctors also diagnosed 
serious problems. As far as І under- 
stand, independent foreign doctors 
are talking about absolutely differ- 
ent methods of medical treatment 
and are not ruling out surgery,” he 
said on Feb. 16. 

Vlasenko also noted that dis- 


experts had never concerned Ту- 
moshenko’s diagnosis, but only the 
assessment of her health and meth- 
ods of medical treatment. 

“Tt’s something like this — both 
commissions state that the patient 
has a broken leg, but the Health 
Ministry proposes treating this leg 
with a game of football, whereas 
independent doctors say: ‘It’s 
necessary have a cast and ensure 
тезі, 7 he said. 

Viasenko expressed confidence 
that Tymoshenko would fulfill the 
recommendations of foreign doc- 
tors after they make their final con- 
clusions. He said that the ex-pre- 
mier hoped to get the final recom- 
mendations in the next few days. 

The Kyiv Post’s Onyshkiv report- 
ed that the checks and conflicting 
reports added to the tension sur- 
rounding reports of Tymoshenko’s 
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Tymoshenko 5 supporters unfurled a large banner as Yanukovych spoke. 


BYuT deputies disrupt Yanukovych speech 


(RFE/REL)—In Ukraine, about a dozen parliament- 
ary deputies from the party of jailed former Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko (BYuT) interrupted a 
speech by President Viktor Yanukovych, unfurling a 
banner with Tymoshenko’s portrait and chanting for 
her to be freed from prison. 

The deputies continued chanting for a full 30 min- 
utes while Yanukovych continued speaking at the 
opening of the Verkhovna Rada’s new legislative ses- 
sion. 


Tymoshenko, 51, was jailed in October on abuse-of- 
office charges that her followers say were politically 
motivated. 

She is reportedly in poor health and has asked for an 
independent medical examination. 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton discussed 
Tymoshenko’s case with Yanukovych on the sidelines 
of a security conference in Munich on February 4. 

Ukraine is scheduled to hold new legislative elec- 
tions in October. 
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Catholic choir at Orthodox cathedral 


The Children’s Choir of St. Josaphat’s Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral were among the many performers at the 
Ukrainian Music Society of Alberta's (UMSA) annual Christmas Carol Concert held at St. John’s Ukrainian 
Orthodox Cathedral, Jan. 29. This was the first time the concert was performed at an Orthodox church and also 
marked the second time an Orthodox choir performed at the concert since 2001. Last year UMSA requested 
that a combined Orthodox choir take part in the carol concert. This combined choir was made up of members 
of St. John’s Cathedral Choir and St. Andrew's Church Choir. This year’s Orthodox combined choir was 
made up of members from St. Andrew’, St. Anthony's, St. John’s and St. Michaels choirs. The bishops of both 
the Ukrainian Orthodox and Ukrainian Catholic eparchies attended the event. For more see the Ukrainian- 


language story on page 12 of this issue. 
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Тимошенко обстежують канадці 
українського походження 


Мар'яна Драч, 
Радіо Свобода, 10 лютого, 2012 

Юлію Тимошенко B 
Качанівській колонії будуть об- 
стежувати троє канадських та 
двоє німецьких лікарів. Такі 
подробиці про склад міжнародної 
медичної комісії оприлюднили 9 
лютото соратники колишнього 
прем'єра. За даними Генеральної 
прокуратури України, комісія 
збереться у понеділок, 13 люто- 
го, Про те, яку роль у підготовці 
до міжнародного обстеження 
відіграла з українська громада 
Канади, Радіо Свобода розповів 
виконавчий директор Конгресу 
Українців Канади Тарас Залусь- 
кий, 10 лютого. 

- Українська громада Кана- 
ди восени минулого року звер- 
нулася до канадського уряду з 
проханням надіслати групу не- 
залежних канадських фахівців, 
щоб обстежити Юлії Тимошен- 
ко з огляду на повідомлення 
про те, що стан її здоров'я 
погіршується. Тоді наш міністр 
закордонних справ Джон Берд 
оголосив у парламенті, що Ка- 
нада у цьому зацікавлена. Після 
цього канадський уряд звернув- 
ся й отримав необхідні дозволи 


Тарас Залуський 


- Un Ви можете назвати 
прізвища лікарів із Канади, які 
будуть обстежувати Юлію Тимо- 
шенко, 1 чи хтось із них є пред- 
ставником української громади? 

- Лікарі попросили не опри- 
люднювати їхніх імен, тому я не 
можу цього зробити. Канадський 
уряд просив Конгрес Українців 
Канади визначити фахівців, які 
добре говорять українською мо- 
вою, 1 ми надіслали їм такі дані. 

- Тобто, всі є канадськими 
українцями. Ви не називаєте 
їхніх імен, чи можете назвати ме- 


дуть фахівці вижчого профілю? 

- Лікарі з Німеччини - це невро- 
логіфахівець, що спеціалізується 
в проблемах спини і дисків. Із 
канадського боку, це керівник 
відділу швидкої допомоги однієї 
з наших лікарень, дуже добрий 
діагностик, кардіолог, лікар, який 
спеціалізується в акушерстві- 
гінекології і, нарешті, терапевт, 
який Mae також практичний 
досвід у токсикології. 

- Дехто з соратників Тимо- 
шенко висловлює побоювання, 
що комісія не зможе зібратися 
у понеділок, що обстеження до- 
ведеться перенести на березень. 
Що Вам про це відомо, чи вже 
виїхали в Україну канадські ме- 
дики? 

- Канадські фахівці мають 
поїхати в Україну в ці вихідні. 
Щодо дати, то, як я розумію, 
вона має бути остаточно узгод- 
жена між посольством Канади, 
лікарями і пацієнткою. 

- За Вашою оцінкою, чи чинив 
український уряд якісь перешко- 
ди для проведення такого обсте- 
ження? 

- З українського боку було 
бажання включити до комісії 
українських фахівців. Зрештою, 
до комісії увійдуть медики, які є 


від українського уряду, а також з 
боку Юлії Тимошенко. 


дичну спеціалізацію, якщо це бу- 


прийнятними для пані Тимошенко. 


Депутат повернувся до опозиції... 
13 сотнями тисяч доларів 


Дмитро Шурхало, Радіо Свобода 

Народний депутат Роман Забзалюк заявив, що 
за вихід із фракції «БЮТ-Батьківщина» та перехід 
до депутатської групи «Реформи заради майбут- 
нього» отримав 450 тисяч доларів. Про це він 
повідомив 8 лютого на прес-конференції. За його 
словами, цей перехід був спецоперацією, узгодже- 
ною з керівництвом «Батьківщини», щоб показати 
схеми підкупу депутатів. Тоді як у групі «Реформи 
заради майбутнього» стверджують, що Забзалюк 
сам у них попросив гроші - на лікування. 

Близько двох місяців тому Забзалюк перейшов 
до складу депутатської групи «Реформи заради 
майбутнього». 

«Ми не стимулюємо нікого, ми нікого до себе не 
тягнемо. У нас немає мільярдерів у фракції. Ми 
не можемо купити депутатів. І слава Богу, може 
це й добре», - заявляв у січні член «Реформ зара- 
ди майбутнього» Тарас Чорновіл, коментуючи на 
брифінгу перехід Забзалюка. 

Тепер Забзалюк повернувся до складу фракції 
«БЮТ-Батьківщина» і пояснив, що ці його дії були 
узгодженою із керівництвом партії спецоперацією, 
спрямованою на виявлення підкупу депутатів 13 
опозиційних фракцій. За його словами, керівництву 
партії «Батьківщина» стало відомо, що влада готує 
фальсифікацію виборів та спробу розколу в партії 
та її фракції. - 

«Тому керівництво партії i фракції вирішило упе- 
редити такі провокації. Це відповідальне завдання 
було доручене безпосередньо мені... За продаж 


своєї совісті пропонуються скажені гроші. Мова | 


йде про суму в розмірі 500 тисяч доларів відразу, 
потім щомісячна зарплата 20-25 тисяч, плюс над- 
бавки за активну брехню проти опозиції», - заявив 
він на прес-конференції. 

На підтвердження своїх слів Забзалюк оприлюд- 
нив записи розмов, де, за його словами, людина із 
голосом схожим на Ігоря Рибакова (голова групи 
«Реформи заради майбутнього») обговорює плату 
депутатам за голосування, а також висунення на 
майбутніх виборах кандидатів на мажоритарних 
округах за підтримки адмінресурсу. 

«Я його запитую, скільки ти разів голосував на 
двох пленарних засіданнях, за вісім днів. Скільки 
ти голосував за моєю командою. Він каже - двічі. 
Ось, за два рази я йому дав дві тисячі», - каже го- 
лос на записі. 

У групі «Реформи заради майбутнього» заявля- 
ють, що це помста і вимагають повернути гроші. 

Рибаков поширив заяву, в якій вимагає в Заб- 
залюка повернути гроші, які той просив на 


лікування. Натомість Забзалюк не збирається 
цього робити. За його словами, «вони неодмінно 
будуть скеровані на роз'яснювальну агітаційну ро- 
боту серед мешканців однієї з південних областей 
України, підготовку опозиційних сил регіону до 
участі у виборчій боротьбі». 

Заступник голови групи «Реформи заради май- 
бутнього» Володимир Каплієнко стверджує, що 
Забзалюк просив гроші на лікування і депутати з 
групи зібрали для нього близько ста тисяч доларів. 

«Ми не просто шоковані, ми обурені тим, що 
почули від Романа. Тому що два місяці тому він 
уклінно звернувся до нас, щоб ми допомогли йому 
вижити. У нього є проблеми зі старою болячкою, 
яку можна вилікувати лише в Ізраїлі. Його рідна 
фракція йому відмовила. І він прийшов, просив, і 
ми прийняли рішення, що скинемося 1 допоможе- 
мо йому. Чи давали йому 450 тисяч? - нехай він 
доведе цей факт! Що це за брехня?! Допомогли 
йому з лікуванням!» - обурюється Каплієнко. 

Більшість у групі «Реформи заради майбутньо- 
го» складають колишні бютівці, включно 13 голо- 
вою групи Рибаковим. 

«На сьогоднішній день 9 голів обласних 
організацій БЮТ у минулому - це члени нашої 
групи. Два колишні працівники центрального ви- 
конавчого апарату БЮТ - це члени нашої групи. 
Скажіть, будь ласка, чи це не є помстою, що ці 
люди відійшли від спроб розділити країну і ство- 
рили свою групу? Я вважаю, що це помста», - зау- 
важив Володимир Каплієнко. 

Колишній бютівець, а нині позафракційний де- 
путат Святослав Олійник вважає, що на заяву Заб- 
залюка має звернути увагу Генеральна прокурату- 
ра. 

«До мене таких пропозицій не було. Хоча те, про 
що заявляє Забзалюк, в принципі, давно вже не є 
ні для кого таємницею. Інша справа, що вперше 
це стає не лише політичним питанням. Забзалюк 
зробив дуже серйозну заяву, яка повністю пере- 
носить усе в сферу правоохоронної діяльності. 
Думаю, що тут має бути порушена кримінальна 
справа. Прокуратура тут не може обмежитися 
повідомленнями про перевірки», - сказав Олійник 
в інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода. 

На його думку, гроші, які депутат отримав у 
якості хабара, можуть стати речовим доказом. 

Раніше заяву про спробу підкупу робив депутат- 
нашоукраїнець Олесь Доній. За його словами, 
йому двічі пропонували понад мільйон доларів за 
перехід до фракції Партії регіонів. Проте наслідків 
ця заява не мала. 
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Conflicting reports surface 
over Tymoshenko’s health 


Cont. from P. 1 


ill health, which led U.S. Assistant Secretary of State 
Philip Gordon to raise concerns earlier this month on 
a visit to Kyiv. 

Family members and lawyers for Tymoshenko have 
complained of inactivity by the authorities in dealing 
with her deteriorating health since she was jailed for 
seven years on abuse-of-office charges in October. 
Officials have said she has been provided with the 
necessary treatment but was refusing examination. 

Vlasenko said only Tymoshenko can decide wheth- 
er she wants her diagnosis disclosed to the public. 

Meanwhile, penitentiary system officials said Feb. 
16 they are already considering getting Tymoshenko 
some work in the prison as soon as doctors declare her 
fit, reported Onyshkiv. 

The Ukrainian News Agency (not related to this 
newspaper) identified the three Canadian doctors as 
general practitioners George Rewa and Peter Kujtan, 
and obstetrician-gynaecologist Christine Derzko. 

The Germans were specialists from the institution 
Charite University Medicine Berlin: its chief execu- 
tive officer professor Karl Max Einhaeupl, Doctor of 
Sciences in neurology and professor Norbert Haas, 
Doctor of Sciences in traumatology. 

“We are here on a humanitarian basis. We were wel- 
comed very well, and we will be conducting the re- 
search on strictly scientific basis. We proceed from the 
premise that the Government will make a conclusion 
judging from the results of this humanitarian mis- 
sion,” Rewa told journalists upon arrival at Kharkiv 
airport, Feb.14, reported the Ukrainian News Agency. 

Zalusky told Ukrainian News, Canada, the UCC 
provided Canada’s Foreign Ministry with five names, 
of which three were chosen on the basis of availability 
for Feb. 13, the date they left for Ukraine. 

The issue of sending Canadian doctors to examine 
Tymoshenko first came to the fore on Nov. 30, 2011, 
when Liberal MP Ralph Goodale rose in the House of 
Commons to ask Foreign Minister John Baird what 
Canada was doing to help Tymoshenko. 

“Mr. Speaker, prejudicial legal manoeuvring contin- 
ues in the political persecution against former Ukrai- 
nian Prime Minister Tymoshenko. Now the judge, 
who was to hear her appeal tomorrow, has just been 
fired, and her health in jail continues to deteriorate. 

“Other governments are wading in. What is Canada 
doing? Is Canada insisting on all legal proceedings 
being public? Has independent medical help been 
provided, and has Ukraine been warned that anything 
untoward happening to Ms. Tymoshenko will damage 
relations with Canada?” he queried. 

“Mr. Speaker, this government has spoken out 
strongly against politically-based judicial proceed- 


ings. We are tremendously concerned by what we 
have seen in Ukraine. We have been very clear with 
the Government of Ukraine that Canada, Canadians, 
and the Government of Canada expect that this indi- 
vidual will be treated fairly with an independent judi- 
cial process, and that there would be consequences to 
our bilateral relations if this does not happen, “replied 
Baird. 

“We remain very concerned about her health and are 
certainly prepared to offer her anything we can to sup- 
port her in that regard,” he added. 

Zalusky said that the two MPs worked very well to- 
gether and with the UCC to arrange the examination 

“Both Goodale and Baird have been extremely non- 
partisan on this issue,” he told Ukrainian News, Can- 
ada. 

In a media release issued Feb. 10 the UCC hailed 
the decision by the Government of Canada to send an 
independent team of physicians to examine Tymosh- 
enko. 

“Since Mrs. Tymoshenko has been incarcerated in 
August, she has been unable to receive independent 
medical examination and unable to see her own phy- 
sician,” stated UCC National President Paul Grod. 
“Reports in the media and from her family indicate 
a serious decline in her health. We believe that she 
needs to receive independent medical examination.” 

“The Government of Canada and Foreign Minister 
Baird in particular, are to be commended for the lead- 
ing role that Canada has taken in monitoring and act- 
ing on the eroding state of human rights, rule of law 
and democratic development in Ukraine. This initia- 
tive to ensure that Yulia Tymoshenko gets the medical 
attention she deserves re-enforces Canada’s role as a 
leader in human rights monitoring and shows Canada 
to be a true friend of Ukraine on these issues,” con- 
cluded Grod. 

Feb. 15 Dauphin-Swan River-Marquette MP Robert 
Sopuck spoke in the House of Commons on the ar- 
rival of the Canadian team. : 

“We are pleased with reports that three Canadian 
doctors have now arrived in Kyiv to participate in 
the international medical commission. Canada stands 
ready to work with Ukraine to help build a democrat- 
ic, open and prosperous society and we hope that all 
outstanding issues can be resolved expeditiously to 
allow the doctors access to Ms. Tymoshenko,” said 
Sopuck. 

“Many Ukrainian Canadians and Members of Par- 
liament have expressed their concerns for Yulia to me 
as the Chair of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary 
Friendship group,” added Sopuck. “We hope that this 
effort from Canada will help ensure her health and 
safety.” 


Tymoshenko’s daughter to attend Ottawa conference 


(UktNews/CUF)—Imprisoned Ukrainian oppos- 
ition leader Yulia Tymoshenko’s daughter will be at- 
tending a conference in Ottawa which will focus on 
Ukraine’s deteriorating democracy. 

Taras Zalusky, Executive Director of the Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Congress, told Ukrainian News that 
Yevhenia Tymoshenko Carr had confirmed her attend- 
ance on Feb. 12. 

The international forum and conference “Ukraine 
at the Crossroads” will be held to discuss issues con- 
cerning democracy, human rights, the rule of law, eco- 
nomic freedom and foreign policy in contemporary 
Ukraine. 

The Conference will take place on March 7-8 at the 
Chateau Laurier under the patronage of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress. The landmark event in the history 
of the Ukrainian community in Canada is being spon- 
sored by the Canada-Ukraine Foundation, the Chair 
of Ukrainian Studies at the University of Ottawa, and 
the Center for US-Ukrainian Relations, in cooperation 
with the Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce, the 
US-Ukraine Business Council, and Ukraine’s Euro- 
Atlantic Future Forum series. Financial support is 
being provided by various donor organizations and 
agencies, as well as individual patrons. 

“We believe that our gathering of internationally 
renowned experts and activists on the ground will 
make an important contribution to raising awareness 
of some of the on-going developments in Ukraine that 
could have far-reaching regional consequences and 
also affect European stability,” said Jars Balan, Or- 
ganizing Committee Chair. 

The conference will be of particular interest to polit- 


icians, policy makers and business leaders in Canada, 
the USA, the UK, the EU, and Ukraine, as well as 
North American media, and anyone concerned about 
the situation in Ukraine and its potential impact on 
Eastern Europe. 

“Western pressure must be maintained on the 
Ukrainian Government to return to democracy. With- 
out democracy, Ukraine will be isolated and may be 
forced to accept Russian hegemony,” concluded re- 
tired Ambassador Derek Fraser. 

Among the speakers are: Jerzy Buzek, the immedi- 
ate past President of the European Parliament, and 
former Prime Minister of Poland; Tom Melia, the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for the US (with 
a major policy announcement to be made); Borys 
Tarasyuk, Member of the VR of Ukraine, Chair of 
the VR Committee on Euro Integration, and former 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine; John Baird, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Canada; Two former 
Canadian Ambassadors to Ukraine, Derek Fraser and 
Andrew Robinson, during the Orange Revolution and 
the Yushchenko years (who also serve on the Canada 
Ukraine Foundation Board; Dr. Anders Aslund, one 
of the foremost economists in the world, and a former 
strategic advisor to both the Government of Russia 
(under Boris Yeltsin) and of Ukraine (under Victor 
Yushchenko) and Oleh Rybachuk, the former Chief of 
Staff to President Yushchenko, former Deputy Prime 
Minister under Yulia Tymoshenko, and Chairman of 
the “New Citizen” NGO in Ukraine. 

Full details on the Programme and Conference 
registration can be found on the CUF web-site at 
<www,cufoundation.ca>. 


Goodale calls for о 
action on Tymoshenko 


(UkrNews)—Wascana Member of Parliament Ralph Goodale says he 
appreciates the steps taken by the Government of Canada to respond 
constructively to his earlier suggestion that Canadian doctors be made 
available to offer independent medical help to Ukrainian former Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko. But more must now be done to follow-up, 
states a media release issued by his office, Feb. 16. 

Last fall, based on reliable reports that Ukrainian authorities were 
improperly using that country’s judicial system as a political weapon 
against Tymoshenko, undermining both democratic development and the 
rule of law in Ukraine, Goodale called for Canadian vigilance. He also 
noted that the former prime minister was in jail in harsh conditions that 
threatened her health. 

Three Canadian doctors were in Ukraine Feb. 13-15 participating in 
an international delegation examining Ms. Tymoshenko’s situation. 
Her lawyer is quoted Feb. 16 as saying those doctors now describe her 
condition as “grave.” 

Goodale said, “It appears that independent Canadian and German 
doctors are in agreement on this point, while state-appointed members of 
the delegation try to maintain the fiction that everything is satisfactory. 

“Clearly the Ukrainian government is sweeping this matter under the 
rug, and Canada cannot allow this to prevail — not in the interests of 
democracy and not in the interests of saving Ms. Tymoshenko’s life.” 

Goodale called on the Canadian government urgently to engage other 
qualified physicians from other countries to verify the findings of the 
Canadian and German doctors in Kyiv. He also urged Canada to ensure 
access to the appropriate technology tools — like MRI equipment, for 
example — to ensure the reliability of all diagnoses being made. 


Classified 


English language tutor: University ESL instructor will tutor in all 
areas of English language for adults at my centrally located home in 
Edmonton. $25 per hour. Initial consultation free. Phone # 780-455- 
6632. E-mail: emical00@yahoo.ca 


Edmonton Granite Memorials 
GMI 


MONUMENT BUILDERS 


acs 


OF NORTH AMERICA 


personalized designs 
serving Albertans with dignity 
for over 36 years 


Honour Your Family 
with a 


Work of Art 
Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 
All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
you may choose. 


Courtesy Car ¢ Senior Citizen Discounts * Pre-Need Arrangements 
OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 
11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta TSH 2N1 Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 
When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal and 
respectful way, please call us. 
¢ Wide range of burial & cremation 
services & products 
 Prearranged funeral plans to 
meet your personal wishes 
and financial budget 


24 hours: 780-426-0050 


Toll Free: 1-877-426-0050 
Edmonton: 9709 - 111 Avenue 
www.parkmemorial.com 


Lamont | Mayerthorpe | Smoky Lake | Vegreville 


ie ob 


| Wildwood 


4 
Луценко He вважає себе винним 


(Радіо Свобода) -Колишній міністр внутрішніх справ Юрій 
Луценко заявив 15 лютогої на судовому процесі над ним у 
Печерському районному суді Києва, що «не потребує жалості» і 
нічого не просить у суду. Він додав, що не кається, бо «не має за що 
каятися», і «не бачить ніякого злочину», який він скоїв би. 

Луценко повторив, що, на його думку, жодне з висунених 
йому обвинувачень не доведене. За його словами, звинувачення 
посилається на «сфабриковані» докази досудового слідства, які не 
можуть бути доказами в суді. є 

Раніше колишній міністр заявляв, що прокуратура «фактично 
не використала жодного доказу, отриманого під час судового 
слідства», й базує натомість свої звинувачення на «свідченнях, 
сфальсифікованих під час досудового слідства». 

Так само не визнав себе винним і його колишній водій Леонід 
Приступлюк. 

Після закінчення засідання прокурор Віктор Клименко заявив 
журналістам, що стадія судових дебатів «не дає підстав сумніватися 
в обгрунтованості звинувачень». 


АЛЬБЕРТСЬКЕ ТОВАРИСТВО СПРИЯННЯ УКРАЇНСЬКИМ СТУДТЯМ 
УКРАЇНСЬКЕ НАЦІОНАЛЬНЕ ОБ'ЄДНАННЯ 


ПОЛІТИЧНІ МАНІПУЛЯЦІЇ ПІД ЧАС 
ПРЕЗИДЕНТСЬКИХ ВИБОРЧИХ КАМПАНІЙ В УКРАЇНІ 
2004-2005, 2009-2010 


Доповідь Андрія Круглашова (українською мовою) 
Чернівецький національний університет ім. Юрія Федьковича 
Науковець-гість Канадського інституту українських студій 


3 березня 2012, 3:00 РМ 
УНО, 10629 - 98 вул. Едмонтон 


Вхід вільний. Чай, кава, солодке 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 


UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: (780) 471-4477 Fax: (780) 477-0617 
E-mail:ucss@shaw.ca Website: www.ucss.info 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 


UCSS - а non-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
| interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
counselling and advice 
information, referral 
translation and interpretation 
assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 
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Луценку пропонують ув'язнення, 
штраф і конфіскацію майна 


Євген Солонина, Радіо Свобода 

Чотири з половиною роки в'язниці, конфіскація 
майна та штраф понад 640 тисяч гривень - таке 
покарання пропонує державне обвинувачення 
Юрію Луценку, якого звинувачують зокрема у 
зловживанні посадою міністра внутрішніх справ. 
Таку позицію представники Генпрокуратури вис- 
ловили 14 лютого під час дебатів у справі Луценка 
в Печерському районному суді Києва. Захист екс- 
міністра під час дебатів наголосив, що провину 
Луценка в залі суду не підтвердив жоден свідок, і 
що слідчі збирали докази його провини незаконни- 
ми методами. 

14 лютого в залі суду, де розглядали справу Лу- 
ценка було чи не найбільше людей за увесь час про- 
цес. Серед присутніх 1 журналісти, і опозиційні 
народні депутати, і представники інших держав — 
представники посольств США, Фінляндії, Швеції 
та експерт Данського Гельсінського комітету з прав 
людини Мікаєль Лінгбо. 

Суд вислухав усіх свідків, оголосив усі докази 1 
перейшов до фінальної частини - дебатів. Перши- 
ми взяли слово представники Генеральної проку- 
ратури. Прокурори по черзі доводили, що Луценко 
порушував закон під час підготовки Дня Міліції 
у 2008-09 роках, під час прийяття на роботу його 
водія Леоніда Приступлюка та надання йому квар- 
тири. 

Підсумовуючи виступ обвинувачення, прокурор 
Дмитро Лобань запропонував визнати колишнього 
керівника МВС винним і засудити його до позбав- 
лення волі, але врахувати пом'якшувальні обста- 
вини - заслуги перед державою, відсутність інших 
судимостей та двох дітей. 

«Вважаємо за можливе визначити остаточне по- 
карання шляхом поглинання менш суворого більш 
суворим, у вигляді позбавлення волі терміном на 
4 роки і 6 місяців із конфіскацією всього майна, 3 
роки позбавлення права обіймати керівні посади та 
позбавити звання держслужбовця | рангу. Термін 
перебування під вартою зарахувати як відбуття по- 
карання, перебування під варту залишити до на- 


буття вироком законної сили», - заявив у суді про- 
курор. 

У відповідь Луценко зіронізував, що здивований, 
як це його «не засудили до спалення на вогнищі». 

Водія Луценка, Леоніда Приступлюка, Дмитро 
Лобань запропонував засудити до трьох років 
умовно та до штрафу в розмпрі 50 неоподаткованих 
мінімумів. 

Луценко попросив суд дозволити журналістам 
відеотрансляцію 13 зали суду, однак суддя Сергій 
Вовк відмовив. 

Слово взяли захисники екс-міністра. Адвокат 
колишнього міністра внутрішніх справ Луценка 
Олексій Баганець під час свого виступу на дебатах 
заявив, що із 86 свідків, яких викликали до суду, 
жоден не підтвердив провини Луценка, і всі вони 
спростували фрази про порушення закону з боку 
екс-міністра, які були у протоколах їхніх допитів. 

Баганець згадав про випадки тиску на свідків, 
яких, каже захисник, змушували підписувати 
свідчення, вигідні обвинуваченню. Зокрема, 
пригадує адвокат, свідка Валерія Мельника до- 
питували після операції, не даючи змоги зро- 
бити перев'язку, а свідка Богдану Василен- 
ко -- звільнили з роботи після того, як вона не 
підтвердила своїх показів у суді. Докази, здобуті 
таким шляхом, не можуть бути підставою для 
звинувачення, заявив на суді Олексій Баганець. 
Утім, вийшовши з приміщення суду, він зізнався, 
що не очікує виправдального вироку щодо свого 
підзахисного в Україні. 

«Я розумію реальну ситуацію, і в мене немає 
ілюзій щодо можливості виправдувального ви- 
року моєму підзахисному Юрію Луценку», - 
сказав адвокат. Він пояснив свою позицію тим, 
що, за його словами, головуючий у справі суддя 
Вовк «на гачку у прокуратури». «Генпрокура- 
тура має дві відкриті проти нього кримінальні 
справи», - додав адвокат. 

Баганець наголосив, що захист колишньо- 
го міністра готовий оскаржувати вирок, якщо 
він буде, в українських, а потім і в міжнародних 


У справа Луценкадопитали Турчинова 


Євген Солонина, Радіо Свобода 

10 лютого Печерський районний суд Києва 
завершив допит експертів та свідків у справі 
Юрія Луценка, якому інкримінують привласнення 
чужого майна 1 зловживання посадою міністра 
внутрішніх справ. Останній свідок у процесі, 
колишній віце-прем'єр Олександр Турчинов 
назвав справу політично мотивованою і заперечив 
можливість будь-яких незаконних дій з боку екс- 
міністра. 

Турчинов став останнім свідком у справі Луценка. 
Коли той очолював Міністерство внутрішніх 
справ, Турчинов підписував рішення уряду про 
зарахування працівникам міліції цивільного стажу 
як міліцейського, в тому числі й водію Луценка, 
Леоніду Приступлюку. ; 

Саме за часів роботи Турчинова в Кабміні уряд 
ухвалив постанову про економію бюджетних 
коштів на святкових заходах, порушення якої 
закидають Луценку. 

Колишнього віце-прем'єра викликали до суду 
за ініціативи обвинувачення, проте Турчинов 
упродовж свого допиту доводив, що Луценко 
не скоював злочинів на посаді керівника МВС. 
Турчинов назвав цю справу політичним фарсом, 
переслідуванням опозиційних лідерів. 

Турчинов заперечив припущення прокурорів 
про те, що Луценко нібито хотів уникати слідства 
й виїхати за кордон, | навів розмову, яка відбулася 
між ним, Луценком і Юлією Тимошенко наприкінці 
2010 року, коли вони дізналися про можливість 
їхнього арешту. 

«Я пам'ятаю цю розмову. І Юлія Тимошенко, і 
Юрій Луценко сказали, що не бачать за собою 
жодної провини, i в своїй рідній країні будуть 
добиватися справедливості, - зазначив колишній 
заступник голови уряду. - Вони відкинули 
пропозиції взяти лікарняний чи вирушити 


у довгострокове відрядження - і висловили 
сподівання, що в судах та прокуратурі знайдуться 
люди, які не будуть казати на «біле» «чорне» i 
навпаки». 

Після цього суд став оголошувати нові докази, 
долучені до справи. Серед них і документи про 
хворобу свідка Валерія Мельника, свідчення якого 
були основою для лінії обвинувачення, доки він 
не відмовився від них. Юрій Луценко попросив 
долучити відомості про хворобу Мельника, як 
доказ тиску на нього. 

«Прошу додати документи про лікування 
Мельника як доказ, що він був хворий і йому не 
надавали медичної допомоги під час допитів. 
Мельник після лікування проходив денний 
стаціонар у військовому госпіталі, коли його 
викликали у прокуратуру», - наголосив екс- 
міністр. 

Суд дослідив усі докази у справі, тож на 
наступному засіданні захист Луценка та його 
обвинувачі розпочнуть дебати. Адвокати екс- 
міністра висловили упевненість, що всі свідчення й 
переважна більшість документів у справі Луценка 
доводять його невинність. 

Зі свого боку, представники обвинувачення теж 
кажуть, що задоволені останніми свідченнями й 
доказами. 

«На мою думку, свідки, хоча й висловлюють 
власні оцінки, але підтверджують фактичні 
обставини подій, які є важливими для встановлення 
істини», - заявив прокурор Дмитро Лобань. 

На запитання, на якому терміні ув'язнення 
наполягатиме обвинувачення, якщо Луценка 
визнають винним, прокурор відповів: «Все це 
у процесі вирішення, і ми сформулюємо свою 
точку зору на дебатах. У вівторок ви почуєте нашу 
позицію». 
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Son of president’s ally 
goes free In murder 


By Mark Rachkevych and Vlad Lavrov, Kyiv Post 

The Sept. 21, 2007 murder was as inhumane as they 
come: After Vasyl Kryvozub was kidnapped, tortured 
for three days and had vodka forced down his throat, 
his alleged assailants tied an iron radiator battery to 
his back and tossed him over a bridge into a Dnipro 
River canal with the words: “Say hello to [Jacques] 
Cousteau!” 

But just as outrageous, according to those who 
have watched the five-year investigation into the 
case, is what happened to the three co-conspirators in 
Kryvozub’s murder. 

The toughest conviction, for intentional murder, 
went to the youngest defendant, Oleksander Kudrin, 
who was given a seven-year prison sentence. Another 
accomplice, Serhiy Levchenko, was convicted of 
lesser charges, including kidnapping and concealing a 
crime, and got five years in prison. 

The lightest conviction and punishment went to the 
alleged ringleader, Serhty Demishkan, whose family 
has close ties to President Viktor Yanukovych. 

The 41-year-old Demishkan confessed to the murder, 
but then recanted. In the end, a judge convicted him on 
Nov. 13 of kidnapping, concealing a crime and other 
lesser offenses, but not intentional murder. 

Demishkan remained free with a suspended sentence 
— he was set free in an earlier trial on Dec. 29, 2010 
when a Kyiv appellate court judge ordered additional 
investigation in the case. Ostensibly, the court granted 
Demishkan lenience because of health problems — he 
provided a medical certificate saying he suffered from 
cancer. 

But critics think the true leniency came because of 
his connections to Yanukovych. 

Demishkan’s father is Volodymyr Demishkan, 
head of the state roadway service Ukravtodor, and 
reportedly a hunting buddy of Yanukovych. 

The father could not be reached for comment, but 
has previously denied interfering on his son’s behalf. 
The president’s press service said that the “president 
of Ukraine neither influences judicial sentences nor 
police investigations.” The press service added that it 
didn’t know the nature of Yanukovych’s relationship 
with Volodymyr Demishkan. 

The older Demishkan is believed to be a co-founder 
of Dom Lesnika, the company that owns 17.5 hectares 
of prime hunting ground in the Vyshorod District of 
Kyiv Oblast, near Yanukovych’s lavish Mezhyhiria 
estate, according to news media investigations. 
Yanukovych is an avid hunter and reportedly uses the 
hunting ground. 

Whatever the reason, the case is being cited as the 
latest egregious example of injustice in Ukraine’s 
broken criminal justice system, where political 
opponents of Yanukovych are given severe jail 
sentences for dubious crimes while allies of the 
president get off lightly for serious crimes — murder 


included. 

“This isn’t the sentencing of Serhiy Demishkan, this 
is the sentencing of the judicial system,” said Andriy 
Mamaliga, the lawyer for the family of the murder 
victim, a 62-year-old Soviet Afghan war veteran. 
“The verdict will enter the annals of judicial and 
prosecutorial arbitrariness.” 

The verdicts and sentences were even too much for the 
Kyiv Oblast prosecutor’s office. 

On Jan. 31, prosecutors appealed Serhiy Demishkan’s 
“light sentence,’ its website read. “Grounds for 
appealing this judgment were the disparity between 
the sentencing and the severity of crimes. The High 
Specialized Civil and Criminal Court of Ukraine will 
inspect the sufficiency of punishment handed out,” 
according to prosecutors. 

Questions were raised about the presiding judge 
early on. A TVi news report said the judge, Iryna 
Hryhoryiva, who ordered additional investigation into 
the case in December 2010 was later promoted to the 
newly created High Specialized Civil and Criminal 
Court headed by former Party of Regions member of 
parliament Leonid Fesenko. 

A May 13, 2008 indictment approved by Prosecutor 
General Viktor Pshonka, then a deputy, sheds light on 
the crime. 

Serhiy Demishkan confessed to police early 
on, reportedly drawing a map that located where 
Kryvozub’s body was tossed into the water. 

According to the indictment, Serhiy Demishkan 
and Kryvozub were involved in a $46,000 business 
dispute over the lease of an airplane from Kryvozub’s 
company. 

Kyvozub, the indictment read, was kidnapped with 
the intent of being coerced to signing a contract to 
hand over an airplane at a price favourable to Serhiy 
Demishkan. 

On Sept. 19, 2007, following days of surveillance, 
the indictment alleges that Kryvozub was kidnapped 
after work in Kyiv, taken to a summer cottage where 
he was handcuffed to a bed inside a military vehicle, 
had copious amounts vodka forced down his throat, 
has his thyroid cartilage fractured and two ribs broken 
prior to drowning. 

But the case was marked by testimonies that changed 
substantially and Serhiy Demishkhan’s recanted 
confession. 

Yet, after reading the verdict оп Nov. 13, Kyiv 
Oblast Baryshivsky District Court Judge Volodymyr 
Yeremenko told journalists that “there was no intent 
of premeditated murder.... They wanted to take him 
(Kryvozub) to a notary public ... Maybe there was 
careless manslaughter in their actions.” 

The Baryshivsky District Court also showed 
compassion by considering a medical certificate that 
stated Serhiy is terminally ill with a form of plasma 
cell cancer in its verdict. 


Cold-weather deaths shed light 
on plight of Ukraine’s homeless 


(RFE/RL)—Ivan Brilyuk is 45, but he looks much 
older. 

With his white beard and swollen, chapped face and 
fingers, Brilyuk is one of the hundreds of thousands of 
homeless people that Ukrainian social workers say are 
suffering the worst of the recent cold weather. 

Brilyuk is relatively lucky. 

He has made his way to one of the hundreds of heat- 
ed tents set up by the authorities in response to a cold 
wave that’s seen temperatures dip to minus 30 degrees 
Celsius. 

Brilyuk, who’s been homeless since being thrown 
out by his wife several years ago, insists he’s grateful 
for even the most basic of comforts. 

“Like in the Gulag, give us at least a hut,” he says. 
“Give us warmth, some comfort, a place to wash, to 
shave, to clean ourselves up. I don’t have any money, 
І don’t have anything. You can see the kind of shape 
I’m in. If we’re needed by this state, then we want to 
work.” 

But the tent where Brilyuk is trying to warm up has 
only a few plastic chairs. After an hour ог so, he’ll be 
back out on the street, returning to the unheated Kyiv 
basement where he sometimes sleeps. 

Authorities have set up more than 3,000 heating sta- 


tions across the country and provided food and warm 
tea for visitors. 

But social workers and other experts say that with- 
out full-time shelters, which provide a heated place to 
sleep, and an effort to direct homeless people to warm 
spots, the current death toll of 151 (as of Feb. 16) is 
only set to rise as the cold weather continues. 

Most of the deaths have been reported in Ukraine’s 
eastern Donetsk and Dnipropetrovsk regions. 

Lyudmyla Denisova, Ukraine’s former minister of 
labour and social policy, maintains that many home- 
less people are unaware of the shelters or simply un- 
able to make it to them. 

“The authorities should go and collect people,” she 
says. “These people are freezing.” 

The cold-weather deaths in Ukraine — higher than 
in Russia, Poland, or anywhere else in Europe — have 
focused attention on the plight of the homeless, who 
continue to suffer from Soviet-era stigmas that equat- 
ed them with drug addicts, criminals, and “antisocial 
elements.” 

Even now, authorities have sought to portray the 
winter-related casualties as an affliction affecting so- 
cial outcasts. 


Cont. on P. 8 


CONTINENTAL 
INN 


16625 STONY PLAIN ROAD, EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5P 448 
TELEPHONE: 484-7751; FAX:484-9827 


For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 
484-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


2012 TOURS TO UKRAINE 
September 23 tour: SOLD OUT 


Peter Drosdowech’s ALL-INCLUSIVE 16-day small-group tours 
are guided in English and include: airfare, quality hotels, all meals, 
chartered air-conditioned bus and admissions to all events. 


May 6 July & August 19 September 23 


Vancouver/Victoria $4995. Edmonton/Calgary $4895. 


Saskatoon/Regina $4795. Winnipeg $4695. Toronto $4595. 


Prices are per person (double occupancy). (Single occupancy: add $400.) 
Airline/Airport taxes and Medical & Cancellation Insurance are extra. 


email: ToursToUkraine@mts.net 


Full information with photos: www.ToursToUkraine.ca 


Toll-free 1 888 269 3013 


Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts (ACUA) 
seeks Project Coordinator/Office Administrator 


Posted February 17, 2012 


ACUA is seeking a motivated and organized individual for 
the position of Community Project Coordinator who will be 
responsible for general office management and coordination 
of community projects, workshops and events. 


We are looking for someone who is enthusiastic about 
Ukrainian art and culture, enjoys dealing with people, and is 
able to work independently but reports to the president and the 
Board of Directors. Excellent computer and communication 
(written and oral) skills are required. Previous work in the not- 
for-profit sector and a broad knowledge of the Ukrainian cultural 
and arts community will be considered assets. Knowledge of 
Ukrainian, oral and written, will be considered an asset but 
not required. This is a part-time position, 20 hours per week, 
located in Edmonton. 


Key areas of responsibility: 

г first point of contact for ACUA members and the public, 
including responding to all general inquiries 

» maintenance of membership database 

e maintenance of website, newsletter, and external 
communications 

¢ basic financial responsibilities including receipting revenue 
and tracking expenditures 

» liaising with artists, instructors and the Board of Directors, 
and other community organizations 

* coordination of volunteers, committees and providing office 
support 

г grant writing skills an asset 

» maintaining electronic and hard copy files 


Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts is a provincial non-profit 
organization that represents artist members, performers and 
individual members in Alberta. Our mission is to encourage 
and support the growth and development of Ukrainian art 
and culture in Alberta. ACUA accomplishes its mandate by 
establishing working partnerships with a broad range of 
community organizations and outreach programs to the public. 


Salary: Hourly wage at 20 hours per week with sick days 
and holiday pay 


Contract Position 


Deadline for applications: open until suitable candidate 
is found 
Position to commence: immediately 


Please forward your resume and a cover letter by email or 
mail to: 


<akopylech@gmail.com> or: 


Andrea Kopylech 
2п4 floor, 4638 - 91 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB, T6B 2L1 


RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO: 


a/b 


ЗМКРАЇНСЬКІ ВІСТІ 


РО Box 38006 RPO Capilano 
Edmonton, Alberta, T6A 3Y6 
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International pressure can 
work as medical checks show 


The Canadian government, the opposition and the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress are to be commended for arranging to send the 
three medical specialists to examine former Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko who has been imprisoned by the Yanukovych regime 
since August 5 on trumped up charges in avery obviously a politically- 
motivated trial. 

Yulia Tymoshenko’s daughter, Yevhenia, said that her mother is being 
denied access to painkillers despite being in “horrendous” pain and has 
been bedridden for three months with severe back pain. Tymoshenko’s 
supporters have asked for international specialists because of concern 
that Ukrainian doctors will try to cover up the situation under political 
pressure. 

In fact Ukrainian authorities attempted to muddy the situation before 
the examinations even began, when the State Penitentiary Service of 
Ukraine reported that Tymoshenko had refused such an examination. 
But she gave her written consent to the examination by Canadian and 
German doctors and the delay was caused by talks on the involvement of 
Ukrainian specialists in the examination, who her supporters were afraid 
would try to issue a clean bill of health. 

The Canadian doctors in Ukraine are bound by the same doctor- 
patient confidentiality rules they practice in Canada. Thus they will 
only be allowed to disclose the information to her and to any person 
she indicates. Quite likely her daughter will make their reports public. 
Incidentally, Yevhenia Tymoshenko Carr confirmed on February 12 that 
she will be attending the “Ukraine at the Crossroads” conference to be 
held in Ottawa March 7 - 8 so Canadians will have an opportunity to 
meet her in person. 

To the credit of both sides of the House of Commons, the Tymoshenko 
case was handled in a completely non-partisan manner. This issue was 
first raised by Liberal Ralph Goodale in parliament on November 30, 
2011 when he asked Foreign Minister John Baird: “Has independent 
medical help been provided, and has Ukraine been warned that anything 
untoward happening to Ms. Tymoshenko will damage relations with 
Canada?” Baird replied: “We have been very clear with the Government 
of Ukraine that Canada, Canadians, and the Government of Canada 
expect that this individual will be treated fairly with an independent 
judicial process, and that there would be consequences to our bilateral 
relations if this does not happen. We remain very concerned about her 
health and are certainly prepared to offer her anything we can to support 
her in that regard.” Since then both have worked very well together and 
with the UCC, which helped arrange the examination and provided the 
names of Ukrainian Canadian specialists to the government. 

How the Ukrainian government chooses to respond to the results of 
these examinations remains to be seen. Judging by the actions of the 
Yanukovych regime, we should not hold our breath. The regime is 
determined to keep her imprisoned and, we suspect, are even trying to 
destroy her, because she threatens their grip on power at a time when iys 
popularity is plummeting. 

But the mere fact that the Canadian and German doctors were allowed 
to examine her shows that small victories may be had when international 
pressure is applied. Therefore it’s important to keep up the pressure — not 
only in Tymoshenko’s case but also in Yuri Lutsenko’s and those of all 
the other Ukrainian political prisoners. The world community did this 
successfully with South Africa’s Nelson Mandela and with Myanmar’s 
leading democrat, Aung San Suu Kyi, freed recently from 15 years of 
house arrest. 

The Ukrainian World Congress has supported Tymoshenko’s 
nomination for the Nobel Peace Prize. We should work on getting more 
support for this and any other initiatives that will bring the plight of 
Ukraine’s political prisoners to world attention. If it worked for Mandela 
and Suu Kyi, it can work for Tymoshenko, Lutsenko and all the others. 


ОРОС ОООРОРОРОЮО 


Canada 
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Calls for Ukraine 
blacklist grow louder 


By Taras Kuzio 

On the second anniversary of Viktor Yanukovych’s 
election as Ukraine’s fourth president, threats of visa 
black lists, sanctions and international sanctions by 
the European Union and the US are growing. Without 
a halt to its undemocratic policies, Ukraine will rank 
alongside Belarus as an international pariah by the end 
of this year. 

Segodnya ran the story “Europe and the United States 
have received a ‘black list’ of Ukrainian officials” in 
its February 8 edition. The newspaper is owned by 
Donetsk oligarch Rinat Akhmetov. The black list al- 
legedly includes President Viktor Yanukovych, Prime 
Minister Nikolai Azarov, Chief of Staff Serhiy Levo- 
chkin, gas oligarch Dmitri Firtash, Minister for Energy 
and Coal Industry Yuriy Boyko and former Security 
Service Chairman and now Finance Minister Valeriy 
Khoroshkovsky. Also on the list are Yanukoyvch’s son 
and Party of Regions deputy Oleksander Yanukovych, 
the grey cardinal for “The Family” business, Foreign 
Minister Konstantin Gryshchenko, Prosecutor-Gener- 
al Viktor Pshonka, and the Chief Serious Crime inves- 
tigator Oleksander Nechvohlod. 

Interestingly, Akhmetoy, who has been associated 
with Yanukovych since he was the Donetsk Governor 
in 1997-2002, was not on the list or had not been in- 
cluded in Segodnya’s published version. Most of those 
listed belong to the so-called “gas lobby”. 

A leaked report claimed that Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yanukovych is already blacklisted and that EU 
leaders are discussing the possibility of sanctions. The 
Head of the European Union Commission in Kyiv, 
Jose Manuel Pintu Teishera, has confirmed that EU 
leaders and members are blackballing Yanukovych. 

Parliamentary Chairman, Volodymyr Lytvyn, said 
that the issue of possible sanctions against Ukraine 
is more likely in the aftermath of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) January 
26 resolution. He called for parliament to implement 
PACE’s recommendations, but to do that would under- 
mine the Yanukovych regime. 

The PACE resolution called for the release of polit- 
ical prisoners in Ukraine, including former prime min- 
ister and opposition leader Yulia Tymoshenko. PACE 
threatened, “the possible consideration of sanctions if 
the assembly’s demands are not met”. 

Lytvyn warned against Ukraine becoming inter- 
nationally isolated. However, the trend toward isola- 
tion is increasingly visible. Segodnya claimed that the 
EU and US were discussing the visa blacklist and that 
the US Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, had warned 
Yanukovych about the possible legalization of such a 
list during the Davos World Economic Forum. 

Ukrayinska Pravda investigative reporter Serhiy 
Leshchenko pointed out that, “Leonid Kuchma took 
only eight years to become an unwanted guest in Eur- 
ope, while Yanukovych managed this in only two.” 
Leshchenko witnessed how Yanukovych can now 
only attend international conferences and summits as 
he is no longer given official invitations by European 
or North American governments. Yanukovych recent- 
ly attended the Davos World Economic Summit and 
Munich Security Conference, but on both occasions 
European and American leaders ignored him. 

Four factors will make Ukraine’s international isola- 
tion increasingly likely by the end of this year: 

1. The impossibility of fulfilling the demands in the 
PACE resolution regarding the release of political pris- 
oners. If Tymoshenko were to be released, the Party of 
Regions would heavily lose the October parliamentary 
elections and Yanukovych could forget seeking to win 


a second term in January 2015. If Yanukovych lost the 
2015 elections, criminal charges would be inevitably 
drawn up against him and his entourage. Tymoshenko 
is unlike Viktor Yushchenko, who failed to fulfill his 
2004 election pledges to put “bandits in jail.” 

2. The authorities’ policies have driven them into 
a dead end. The opposition have refused to join the 
Constitutional Assembly to draft a new constitution 
until the authorities fulfill the demands laid out in the 
PACE resolution, including freeing political prisoners. 
Yanukovych’s speech to parliament on this question 
was drowned out by calls of “Yulia - freedom!”. 

Yanukovych has already changed the constitution 
in September 2010, in an unconstitutional manner 
by stuffing the Constitutional Court with judges who 
would vote to annul constitutional changes adopted in 
December 2004 that transformed Ukraine into a par- 
liamentary republic. Following the vote, Ukraine re- 
turned to the 1996 presidential constitution. Without 
opposition support the changes adopted by the Consti- 
tutional Assembly will be viewed as illegitimate, both 
domestically and internationally. Constitutional chan- 
ges will also be difficult to engineer as they require 
300 or more votes (out of 450), which Yanukovych 
is unlikely to possess after this year’s parliamentary 
elections. He most certainly would not have 300 or 
more deputies if he fulfills the PACE resolution and 
releases Tymoshenko, since the Party of Regions 
would lose the elections. 

3. EU leaders have a deep crisis of confidence in 
Yanukovych who has lied to them. Yanukovych prom- 
ised to Swedish Foreign Minister, Carl Bildt, and MEP 
Elmar Brok that he would support parliament’s reform 
of the criminal code by removing Soviet era articles 
used to prosecute Tymoshenko. Polish Foreign Min- 
ister, Radek Sikorski, revealed that there is growing 
distrust in Europe toward Ukrainian leaders because 
of the Tymoshenko case. Former Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister, Valeriy Chaly, described the “crisis of trust” be- 
tween the Ukrainian leadership and the EU and US as 
resulting from Yanukovych failing to fulfill his prom- 
ise to decriminalize articles in the criminal code and 
release Tymoshenko, 

A second vote on February 8 to decriminalize these 
articles failed after Party of Regions deputies did not 
support the vote: 159 opposition deputies voted for 
the reforms. The first attempt to reform these articles 
in the criminal code failed in November 2011, when 
the Party of Regions also refused to support decrim- 
inalization. Party of Regions faction leader, Oleksandr 
Yefremov, said that his faction would not change its 
stance on this question “because it is logical”). Ye- 
fremoy said that they would not need to fulfill PACE 
recommendations as Soviet era articles in the criminal 
code are similar to articles in some European states. 
This is not the view of the EU or US. 

4. International organizations such as PACE and 
the OSCE as well as European and US governments 
cannot recognize this year’s elections as having been 
held in accordance with democratic standards, while 
opposition leaders remain in jail. Thus, Ukraine would 
automatically resemble more authoritarian Belarus, 
where there are also political prisoners in jail. Former 
Interior Minister, Yuriy Lutsenko, is also about to be 
sentenced on trumped up flimsy charges. 

Chaly sees Ukraine moving toward “gradual isola- 
tion” and believes “unfortunately these processes are 
taking place quite quickly.” He remained pessimistic 
about a shift in policy “because [he] do[es] not see 
a desire to change the situation on the part of this re- 
gime”. 


UWC supports 


Tymoshenko’s 


nomination for Nobel Prize 


(UWC)}—On Feb. 3 the Ukrainian World Congress 
sent a letter to the Norwegian Nobel Committee in 
support of the nomination by several members of 
Ukraine’s Parliament of the jailed opposition leader and 
former Prime Minister of Ukraine, Yulia Tymoshenko, 
for the Nobel Peace Prize. 


The UWC emphasized, in particular, Tymoshenko’s 
steadfast contribution to Ukraine’s democratization, 
her leadership in the peaceful Orange Revolution, her 
continued efforts to promote Ukraine’s integration into 
Europe and her great courage in the face of political 
persecution. 
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Yanukovych awaits | UWC calls upon Rada to 
remove draft education bill 


а third term or a 
third sentence 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—Front | Бог 
Change party leader, Arseniy Yatseniuk, said 
in an interview in Fokus magazine “In effect 
in the country there is a two party system. 
The post-Soviet system confronts the pro- 
European, the past versus the future”. This 
view was repeatedly stated by opposition 
leaders on the January 22 anniversary of 
Ukraine’s 1918 independence on St. Sophia 
Square in Kyiv. 

Former Deputy Secretary of the Ukrain- 
ian National Security and Defence Council, 
Stepan Havrysh, described the gloomy eco- 
nomic and energy situation in Ukraine: “Our 
current external debt (public and private) 
is about $135 billion, our budget deficit is 
more than $30 billion. External debt, which 
we need to return next year, is almost $7 bil- 
lion. Clearly, in these conditions, without ex- 
ternal borrowing, which we are unable to do 
[we have a problem]. And [as] the IMF has 
ceased cooperating with Ukraine, this is ob- 
vious. The World Bank under these circum- 
stances will not give any money [and] will 
not help.” He added: “In 2008 there were 17 
Western banks, which had 40 percent of the 
banking system assets working in Ukraine. 
Today, most of them have left Ukzaine, 
and capital repatriation by foreign invest- 
ors continues. Euro 2012 has not attracted 
major European, US or Chinese investors 
to Ukraine. Privatization on which we rely 
takes place between a handful of groups who 
({deliberately] devalue these assets.” This 
means Ukraine stands “between the surren- 
der of key assets, and technical default.” One 
solution really could be selling off of the gas 
transport system, or key assets. 

Tim Ash, Global head of Emerging- 
Market Research and Strategy at the Royal 
Bank of Scotland, told Jamestown that it is 
disappointing Ukraine has not been able to 
negotiate a cheap gas contract with Russia 
as “this will put pressure on the fiscal and 
external financing side, with the current ac- 
count deficit already widening and reserves 
dwindling.” 

Peterson Institute for International Eco- 
nomics Senior Fellow, Anders Aslund, also 
notes that “Ukraine’s finances appear un- 
sustainable”. The respected weekly news- 
paper Dzerkalo Tyzhnia asked 20 Ukrainian 
experts whether a change in government 
is possible in 2012, to which most replied 
negatively. 

Ukraine’s democracy is in free fall, accord- 
ing to Freedom House and the Economist 
Intelligence Unit’s (EIU) Democracy Index. 
Freedom House downgraded Ukraine from 
“free” in 2010 to “partly free” in 2011. This 
month, Freedom House reported that “the 
steepest decline in the institutions of free- 
dom has taken place in Ukraine” from 3 to 
4. Aranking of 5.5-7 would classify Ukraine 
as “not free” (i.e. authoritarian, as in Bela- 
rus and Russia). The EIU reported Ukraine 
dropped from a “flawed democracy” (2010) 
to a “hybrid regime” (2011) or 67th to 79th 
in 2010-2011. 

The 2012 Index of Economic Freedom 
compiled by the Heritage Foundation and 
The Wall Street Journal ranked Ukraine last 
at 43rd in Europe and worldwide at 163rd, 
behind Belarus (153) and Russia (144). This 
represents a massive drop since 2008, when 
Ukraine was ranked 133rd. The Yanukovych 
regime has limited options to deal with these 
mounting crises. Ash, like Havrysh and for- 
mer US Ambassador Steven Pifer, believe 


bad relations with the EU and the IMF has 
made the situation worse. Ash told James- 
town, “Something has to change from the 
current policy mix.” 

If the Yanukovych administration takes 
Ukraine into the CIS Customs Union and 
transfers the gas pipelines to a Russian con- 
trolled consortium, as Prime Minister Niko- 
lai Azarov is supporting, severe political in- 
stability will be inevitable. Ukrainian elites 
have held a consensus for two decades to not 
give up the pipelines and a February 2007 
law that bans lease, rent or sale of the pipe- 
lines, which Yulia Tymoshenko mobilized 
430 (out of 450) parliamentary deputies to 
adopt, was backed by the Party of Regions. 
The transfer of the gas pipelines, following 
the unconstitutional extension of the Black 
Sea Fleet base until 2042-2047, would be 
seen across the entire opposition as treason. 

These factors are compounded by the 
Tymoshenko factor in the 2012 and 2015 
elections. Ukrainian expert Serhiy Kudelia, 
currently at George Washington University, 
told Jamestown on January 23 that “by tak- 
ing revenge on Yulia Tymoshenko, his pol- 
itical rival, Yanukovych set a new preced- 
ent in Ukrainian politics as never before 
have Ukrainian leaders prosecuted their 
predecessors.” Kudelia added, “However, 
this also poses a new strategic dilemma for 
Yanukovych. He would either have to stay 
on as president for a third term in 2020 or 
risk receiving a third, possibly now life-long 
term in jail once he leaves the presidency. 
Whoever replaces him in the president’s of- 
fice will now have a free hand and sufficient 
grounds to put Yanukovych behind bars for 
good.” 

Calls for Yanukovych to be impeached 
and for the Party of Regions to be made il- 
legal and its leaders criminally charged are 
growing louder and span the entire oppos- 
ition spectrum. The former Defence Minis- 
ter Anatoliy Grytsenko, currently the head of 
parliament’s committee on national security 
and defence, described the Yanukovych ad- 
ministration as a “Junta,” that has “usurped 
power” and is “destroying the country”. 

Tt will be impossible for Yanukovych to win 
a second term with his popularity at around 
ten percent as this would require massive 
amounts of election fraud (experts believe 
fraud can be hidden only up to approximate- 
ly ten percent — and even that is pushing it). 
In December 2004, Prime Minister Yanuko- 
vych presided over a record 12 percent GDP 
growth and received 44 percent support in 
the repeat second round. Today, his popular- 
ity is collapsing in his home bases of Don- 
bas and the Crimea. Massive election fraud 
of this magnitude is impossible in Ukraine, 
where opposition support dominates one half 
of the country. Unlike in Belarus and Rus- 
sia, where Soviet and Great Power Russian 
nationalism underpins the Lukashenka and 
Putin regimes, the Party of Regions cannot 
rely on nationalism to stay in power. The 
Party of Regions mobilizes its voters against 
Ukrainian nationalism. High levels of polit- 
ical instability in the 2012 elections and in 
the run up to the 2015 elections could be 
compounded by Yanukovych and his admin- 
istration fearing criminal charges if they are 
removed from office. This charged atmos- 
phere makes it difficult to imagine how such 
political instability could end peacefully, 
unlike the non-violent 2004 Orange Revo- 

lution. Such an eventuality would seriously 
threaten the unity of Ukraine. 


(UWC)--The Ukrainian World Congress 
has serious concerns regarding the Draft Law 
“On Amendments to the Law of Ukraine 
"Оп Pre-school Education’” (specifically on 
instruction in the native language), tabled in 
January 2012 by the Party of Regions. 

The key points of this Draft Law, which is 
almost an exact copy of the draft previously 
tabled by the Minister of Education, Dmytro 
Tabachnyk, and rejected by Ukraine’s Verk- 
hovna Rada, are as follows: 

In order to satisfy the national, cultural- 
educational and language needs of citizens, 
pre-schools are to be established offering in- 
struction in regional languages or minority 
languages. The right to choose the language 
of instruction remains with the parent. 

Separate groups may be established in pre- 
schools for instruction in regional languages 
or minority languages. 

The Ukrainian World Congress empha- 
sizes that the proposed amendments would 
have an extremely detrimental effect since 
they essentially represent yet another at- 
tempt by pro-government forces to enshrine 
in law the elevation of the Russian language 
to the status of a State language in contra- 
vention of article 10 of the Constitution of 
Ukraine, which states that the State language 
of Ukraine is the Ukrainian language. 

The attempts to downgrade the Ukrainian 
language from its status as Ukraine’s only 
State language has become a topic of discus- 
sion within various high-level international 
organizations. Specifically, in December 
2010, the OSCE High Commissioner on Na- 
tional Minorities, Knut Vollebaek, sent the 
Chairman of Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada his 
assessment of one of the previous draft laws 
on the language issue as prepared by the Par- 
ty of Regions (Draft Law “On Languages in 
Ukraine”) in which, among other things, he 
expressed the following concerns: 

10. [...] it is important to note that any 
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weakening of the State or official language(s) 
runs contrary to the spirit of the ECRML 
[European Charter for Regional or Minority 
Languages]. The protection and promotion 
of regional and minority languages should 
not be at the expense of the State or official 
language(s). Similarly, this is also expressed 
in Articles 5(2) and 14(3) of the Framework 
Convention for the Protection of National 
Minorities (FCNM) concerning general inte- 
gration policies and education respectively. 

13. The State language can be an effective 
tool in ensuring cohesion. Consequently, 
promoting the use of the State language 
constitutes a legitimate State interest. More- 
over, knowledge of the State language is also 
beneficial to persons belonging to national 
minorities. Having a command of the State 
language increases the opportunities for ef- 
fective participation in society at all levels. 
This requires that persons belonging to na- 
tional minorities are given and make use of 
the opportunity to learn the State language. 
All members of society, including persons 
belonging to national minorities, may be ex- 
pected to use the State language in certain 
communicative situations in the public do- 
main, as specified by law. To put it differ- 
ently, there is no right of persons belonging 
to national minorities never to be expected 
to use the State language. As the ECRML 
explicitly states: “the protection and encour- 
agement of regional or minority languages 
should not be to the detriment of the official 
languages and the need to learn them. 

“The Ukrainian World Congress calls upon 
the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine to reject the 
review of the anti-constitutional Draft Law 
“On Amendments to the Law of Ukraine ‘On 
Pre-school Education” (with respect to educa- 
tion in the native language) because this would 
pose a serious threat to the development of the 
Ukrainian language as the official State lan- 
guage,” said UWC President Eugene Czolij. 


Smith introduces motion for National 
Human Trafficking Awareness Day 


(UkrNews)—Joy Smith, Member of Par- 
liament for Kildonan-St. Paul and national 
anti-human trafficking advocate, has intro- 
duced Motion M-317 which calls on the 
Government of Canada to establish February 
22 as Canada’s National Human Trafficking 
Awareness Day, reports her office. 

The motion reads: “That, in the opinion of 
the House, the government should encourage 
Canadians to raise awareness of the magnitude 
of modern day slavery in Canada and abroad 
and to take steps to combat human traffick- 
ing, and should do so by designating the 22nd 
day of February each year as National Human 
Trafficking Awareness Day, to coincide with 
the anniversary of the unanimous declaration 
of the House to condemn all forms of human 
trafficking and slavery on February 22, 2007.” 

“On February 22, 2007, Canada’s Parlia- 
ment made a powerful statement by con- 
demning human trafficking and calling for 
Canada to take steps to combat human traf- 
ficking in Canada and abroad,” stated Smith, 
who authored Private Members Motion 
M-153. “Today, sex trafficking and forced 
labour continues to occur across our na- 
tion involving both victims trafficked from 
abroad and domestic victims, including 
many from First Nations communities. Over 
the past few years, modern day slavery has 
been especially exposed in Canada through 
cases of young Canadian boys and girls, 
forced into prostitution.” 

In 2010, Smith released her proposal for 
a National Action Plan to Combat Human 
Trafficking entitled ‘Connecting the Dots’. 
This proposal was motivated by her convic- 
tion that the complete elimination of modern 
day forms of slavery requires more than just 
government initiatives. 

“Our government has taken a number of 


important steps to tackle human trafficking 
including the development of a National Ac- 
tion Plan to Combat Human Trafficking,” 
said Smith. “Yet, government action alone 
will not end modem day slavery. Each Ca- 
nadian must take steps to prevent human 
trafficking and end this brutal injustice. A 
National Human Trafficking Awareness Day 
will help rally Canadian together to effec- 
tively eliminate today’s many forms of slav- 
ery and raise awareness across Canada.” 

“By connecting Canadians with law en- 
forcement, nongovernmental organizations 
and policy makers, we are connecting the 
dots,” said Smith. “I will never forget the 
motivating words of a man who heard my 
message and jumped to his feet to declare 
that he was proud to be a dot.” 

Free-them, a Canadian anti-slavery advo- 
cacy organization, was inspired by this man’s 
enthusiasm and launched the “Proud to be a 
Dot” Campaign to support MP Smith’s ef- 
forts and encourage Canadians to join the 
fight against human trafficking. 

“Until slavery has been eradicated, there is 
much to be done,” says Smith. “We need to 
get the message out that regardless of who 
you are, where you live or what you do, you 
can be a part of the solution to stopping hu- 
man trafficking.” 

MP Smith is one of Canada’s leading 
anti-human trafficking advocates and has 
succeeded in bringing forward legisla- 
tion to combat human trafficking. In 2010, 
MP Smith’s Bill C-268 became law creat- 
ing Canada’s first child trafficking offence 
with stiff minimum sentences. Last October, 
Smith introduced Bill C-310 to amend the 
Criminal Code by adding human trafficking 
as an extraterritorial offence as well as en- 
hancing the definition of human trafficking. 


UKR 300 or ОКА 400: These are inicovive cours: designed to enhance practical language 
skills through я direct experience of current fife in Ukeaime. ‘The courses erploy 
contemporary popular culture and media, aking пахітити advantage of the urban Lviv 
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Learn Ukrainian in Lviv this Summer Virlana Tkacz speaks at the U of A 


By Dr. Natalia Kononenko 

Virlana Tkacz, founding director 
of Yara Arts Group, a resident com- 
pany at La MaMa Experimental 
Theatre in New York, spoke at the 
University of Alberta on Feb. 2 and 
3. She gave one talk as part of the 
Canadian Institute for Ukrainian 
Studies seminar series and another 
as part of the Kule Folklore Cen- 
tre Graduate Lunch talks. In addi- 
tion to her formal talks, she visited 
Ukrainian language and folklore 
classes and shared her knowledge 
with students. 

Tkacz is the creator of 21 ori- 
ginal theatre pieces which have 
been performed all over the world. 
She shows her work not only at La 
MaMa and the Ukrainian Museum 
in New York; she has had shows in 
Ukraine and even brought her cre- 
ations to the villages of Kyrgyzstan 
and Buryatia, Siberia. Tkacz creates 
her pieces by talking to people and 
by recording their stories and their 
music. A conversation with the ac- 
claimed Ukrainian singer Nina Mat- 
vienko, for example, led to a piece 
about mothers and daughters and 
their inevitable parting as the daugh- 
ters leave home. Tkacz combined 
Ukrainian lyric songs and laments, 
performed by Matvienko and her 
daughter, Tonia, with similar songs 
performed by Ainura Kachkynbek 
kyzy and Kenzhegul Satybaldieva to 
create the successful Scythian Stones 
which played in New York April 16 
— May 2, 2010. 

While in Edmonton Tkacz dis- 
cussed her creative process. She 
described travelling to Ukraine, 
Kyrgyzstan and Buryatia and talking 
to people and collecting material. 
She showed pictures of the places 
she visited and the people she met. 
She described coaxing songs out of 
people in villages, a detail useful 
to graduate students who are them- 
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selves in the process of gathering in- 
formation for their theses and disser- 
tations. She also talked about work- 
ing with local professional singers 
to help document village stories and 
songs. Not all of the material which 
Tkacz collected over the years has 
been used in her theatre pieces and 
she has published a number of books 
of songs, stories, and photographs, 
often providing parallel texts: the 
original and its English translation. 
She brought a number of these books 
to Edmonton and displayed them 
during her talks. 

Tkacz also described the many 
special experiences that she has 
had while collecting material. She 
met whisperer-healers in Ukraine 
and a shaman in Buryatia. One of 
her most special discoveries is a 


group of koliadnyky in Kryvoriv- 


nia, Ivano-Frankivs’k region, 
Ukraine. These are men who, dur- 
ing most of the year, are ordin- 
ary villagers, working as the local 
blacksmith and in other typical vil- 
lage professions. But at Christmas 
time everything changes. These 
men become artists and magi- 
cians. They tour every house in 
the village and sing to every soul 
resident in that house. This means 
that they sing to each of the mem- 
bers of the household and also to 
all the ancestors whose spirits are 
still present. Tkacz hopes to bring 
a group of koliadnyky to Edmon- 
ton next winter and to do a series of 
shows where she would work with 
the musicians from Ukraine and lo- 
cal Edmonton talent. For more in- 
formation, please contact Tkacz at 
yara.arts.group@gmail.com. 


Deaths shed light on plight of homeless 


Cont. from P. 5 


Hryhoriy Marchenko of 
Ukraine’s Emergencies Ministry 
said on February 6 that alcohol 
abuse was to blame for most of the 
recent deaths. 

Pavlo Rozenko, an expert on 
social policy with the Kyiv-based 
Razumkovy Center, says a negative 
stance toward the homeless was 
contributing to a poor official re- 
sponse to the crisis. 

Official statistics put the num- 
ber of homeless in Ukraine at just 
15,000, although civic organiza- 
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tions say the actual figure is closer 
to 600,000-800,000. 

Rozenko also suggests that the 
number of people dying from the 
cold is also higher than official fig- 
ures suggest. 

7125 clear that government statis- 
tics are underestimating the num- 
ber of deaths,” he says. “The au- 
thorities are registering only those 
deaths that they see. But homeless 
people aren’t only dying outside 
on the street. They’re also dying 
in run-down premises — places 
where there’s no heat, no water. It’s 
clear that those kinds of deaths are 
taking place out of the view of the 
authorities.” 

Ukraine’s Health Ministry has 
said that forensic examinations 
must be conducted to determine the 
cause of death in the wave of re- 
cent fatalities, and that a diagnosis 
of hypothermia — a drop in body 


temperature that is the most com- 
mon cause of cold-related deaths 
— could not be automatically as- 
sumed in all cases. 

Tetyana Yurchenko, the head of 
the ministry’s press service, said 
many people had died in their 
homes and as a result of heart prob- 
lems. 

But Brilyuk, who has seen many 
acquaintances die in the past week, 
claims it’s the cold that’s the killer 
— particularly for those, like him, 
who haveno access to the basic 
comforts of shelter and warmth. 

“The house manager throws them 
out,” he says. “The neighbours 
throw them out. And a person sim- 
ply goes out on the street and freez- 
es. Where can he go?” р 

Written by Daisy Sindelar in 
Prague based on reporting by 
Tetyana Yarmoshchuk and Mykola 
Zakalyuzhny у : 


Topless Ukrainian activists 
protest at Gazprom HQ in -24C 


Five Ukrainian women activists have held a topless protest outside 
the Moscow headquarters of Gazprom, to denounce the policies of the 
Russian gas supplier, reports The Associated Press. - 

Police detained one of the women from the protest group Femen who 
had climbed onto the roof of a small building at the entrance. 

Ukraine is dependent on Russia for supplies of natural gas and is 
demanding to pay lower prices. Moscow has refused to budge unless 
Ukraine agrees to give up control over the export pipelines that carry 


Russian gas on to Europe. 


During the Feb 13 protest, the women held up signs saying “Gas 


Racket” and “Gas Gangsters.” 


The temperature at the time was minus 24 degrees Celsius. 
The Femen activists have become popular in Ukraine for their topless 


protests. 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, February 16 - 29, 16 - 29 лютого, 2012 


Shumka performs the Classic Hopak encore during their Oct. 1, 2011 show in Calgary. 


Shumka at 50 tour to hit Jubilee 


(Bottom Line Productions)—Celebrate the 
Ukrainian Shumka Dancers’ dance tradition 
in a whirlwind of colour, power and grace 
with Shumka’s latest touring production. 
Shumka at 50 takes the Northern Alberta 
Jubilee Auditorium stage March 3 & 4, 2012 
featuring retrospective and all-new works 
— including two Hopaks — highlighting 
Shumka’s unique style and _ energy. 
Performed by Shumka’s 40 talented dancers, 
Shumka at 50 is a breathtakingly powerful 
production celebrating the artistic evolution 
of traditional dance in Canada. 

Under the direction of John Pichlyk with 
choreography by Dave Ganert, Harvest 
Angels is a stunning display of energy 
and colour featuring four distinct regions 
of Ukraine. Set against the backdrop of a 
golden wheat field — the symbol of life that 
nourishes the body and the spirit — a flowing 
ted ribbon connects the harvest angels 
of these lands. Despite the geographical 
contrast between the regions, a profound 
sense of passion, pride and unity unfolds. 

Pathways to Hopak, a contemporary piece 
about a life worth living, is an emotional 
journey that guides its travelers through 
life’s universal cycle. Commissioned by 
the Canada Dance Festival and premiered 


Lutsenko verdict due Feb. 27 


(RFE/RL)—The verdict in the trial of 
former Ukrainian Interior Minister Yuriy 
Lutsenko is due to be announced on Feb. 
27, Judge Serhiy Vovk said after Lutsenko’s 
courtroom testimony on Feb. 16. 

Lutsenko repeated in his court appearance 
that he is not guilty. 

He was arrested in December 2010 and 
went on trial last May on charges of abuse of 
office and misappropriation of funds, which 
stem from his time as interior minister in the 
government of the now jailed former Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko. 

The prosecutor in the case on Feb. 14 asked 
that Lutsenko be sentenced to 4 1/2 years in 
jail and pay $36,000 in fines (see Ukranian- 
language stories on page 4). 


One killed, nine injured at mine 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—One miner was killed 
and nine others were injured by a falling 
pipe at the Kosmonavtiv coalmine owned 
by the Rovenky-Antratsyt state enterprise in 
the town of Rovenky in Luhansk Oblast on 
Feb. 16, the press service of the Ukrainian 
Emergencies Ministry has reported. 

The accident occurred at a depth of 
780 meters when a rope broke during the 
lowering of a platform with metal pipes. 

As a consequence, a pipe fell and killed a 
miner. At the same time, nine other miners 
suffered various injuries. 

The victim’s body was brought to the 
surface after one-and-a-half hours. 


at the National Arts Centre in Ottawa in 
2004, Pathways to Hopak explores the twists 
and turns of life that lead us to moments of 
celebration. Culminating with Shumka’s 
Classic Hopak by John Pichlyk, Pathways 
to Hopak was conceived and directed by 
Gordon Gordey and choreographed by Kyiv 
Ballet’s Viktor Lytvynov. 

Through comedy and dance, A Cobbler’s 
Gift tells the story of an aspiring young 
bootmaker who works diligently to craft a 
new pair of boots as a gift for a beautiful 
woman. Putting their best feet forward, the 
young boot maker, his fellow cobblers and 
happy customers, round out their day in a 
romantic, kick-up-your-heels celebration. 
A Cobbler’s Gift was conceived by John 
Pichlyk, directed by Dave Ganert, and 
features choreography by Dave Ganert, John 
Pichlyk, Tasha Orysiuk, Viktor Lytvynov 
and Gordon Gordey. 

A dance and multi-media delight for the 
senses, The Eve of Kupalo — А Midsummer’s 
Night Masque combines beguiling movement, 
mesmerizing stagecraft, and bewitching 
film art, delving into the mystery of summer 
solstice rituals that have endured for centuries 
in Ukraine and throughout European culture. 
Conceived and directed by Gordon Gordey 


КОНГРЕС УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
міський Біддїл 6 Едмонтоні 


and choreographed by Dave Ganert, The 
Eve of Kupalo is a flirtation with magic 
and mysticism rife with the symbolism and 
pageantry of Ukrainian folklore. 

Ukrainian dance companies the world over 
are defined by their Hopak and Shumka’s 
50th Anniversary was the ideal occasion 
to introduce a new artistic milestone to 
the company’s extraordinary journey. In a 
statement of pride and love, Ukrainian culture 
and community, the 50th Anniversary Hopak 
is a breathtakingly powerful new piece 
representing the choreographic evolution of 
a traditional dance. Choreographed by Dave 
Ganert, this Hopak is a fresh expression of the 
virtuosity in Ukrainian dance, intertwining 
contemporary lyricism with traditional steps. 

All works presented in Shumka at 50 feature 
stunning sets and costumes by Maria Levitska 
of Ukraine’s National Ballet and Opera; music 
composition, arrangement and orchestration 
by Yuri Shevchenko and Andrij Shoost of 
Kyiv, Ukraine; and music recorded in Ukraine 
by the 60-piece Kyiv City Opera Orchestra. 

Shumka at 50 runs for 2 shows only, March 
3 (8pm) and 4 (2pm) at the Northern Alberta 
Jubilee Auditorium. Tickets are available at 
Ticketmaster; call 1-855-985-5000 or visit 
www.ticketmaster.ca. 
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Ombudswoman briefs 


European lawmakers 


about Tymoshenko’s case 


(Interfax-Ukraine)}—The situation with the 
former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko 
continues to be the focus of attention of the 
European Parliament. 

Ukrainian Parliament’s Commissioner for 
Human Rights Nina Karpachova spoke on 
her case at a special meeting of the Euro- 
pean Parliament’s committee on cooperation 
with Ukraine in Strasbourg, the head of the 
committee Pawel Kowal (Group of the Euro- 
pean Conservatives and Reformists, Poland) 
said in a telephone interview with Interfax- 
Ukraine after the meeting, Feb. 16. 

According to him, the members of the 
committee decided to invite Karpachova in 
order to obtain “objective and politically un- 
biased information about the situation with 
Yulia Tymoshenko and other former mem- 
bers of the government who are currently 
under arrest.” 

“Today, Karpachova has informed us about 
her work as the Ukrainian ombudsman, 
spoke about her meetings with representa- 
tives of major political groups,” said Elmar 
Brok (Group of the European People’s Party, 
Germany), and Libor Roucek (Group of 
the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and 
Democrats in the European Parliament, the 
Czech Republic). 

“She said that she was in regular contact 
with Tymoshenko, told us about her visit to 
the prison and much more,” the MEP said. 

According Kowal, Tymoshenko’s case 
is still among the most important political 
issues for the European Parliament. 

“The situation with Tymoshenko’s is of 
interest to everyone in the European Parlia- 
ment who deals with Ukraine, which is es- 
pecially important in the view of the parlia- 
mentary elections, when everybody is won- 
dering whether Tymoshenko will be able 
to take part in the elections,” the European 


politician said. 


In addition to Tymoshenko’s case, Kar- 
pachova briefed European parliamentarians 
about the development of the situation with 
former Interior Minister Yuriy Lutsenko. 
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Кожні 30 секунд від 


насильства в міліції 


страждає один українець, 
кажуть правозахисники 


Марічка Набока, Радіо Свобода 

Кожні 30 секунд від  незаконно- 
го насильства в українській міліції 
страждає людина. Такими є результати 
дослідження Української  гельсінської 
спілки з прав людини та Харківського 
інституту соціальних досліджень. У МВС 
відкидають більшість конкретних звину- 
вачень правозахисників. Однак у міліції 
погоджуються, що проблема  насиль- 
ства існує та обіцяють її долати разом із 
громадськістю. 

Кілька років тому київського бізнесмена 
Олександра Головка запросили до одного 
з районних управлінь міліції Києва на 
бесіду. Не відчуваючи за собою жодної 
провини, Олександр прибув до відділка. 

Про те, що було далі, розповів його адво- 
кат Юрій Мартиненко. «Його скрутили на- 
ручниками до батареї, били всім відділом 
карного розшуку райуправління міліції, 
били по-звірячому, зробили тяжку черепно- 
мозкову травму, потім сфальсифікували 
статтю 185  Адміністративного  кодек- 
су України: «Непокора співробітникам 
міліції» і притягнули на другий день до 
суду. Весь його одяг був залитий кров'ю, а 
в исіх співробітників міліції - були опухлі 
руки, бо вони його били кулаками», — 3a3Ha- 
чив адвокат. 

Так відбувається, бо оцінкою робо- 
ти міліції є відсотковий показник роз- 
криття злочинів, чого немає в жодній 
цивілізованій крані світу, говорить Мар- 
тиненко. А на отриманні визнання в 
скоєнні злочину базується вся система 
дізнання 1 слідства в Україні. 

I ситуація з катуванням в міліції 
погіршується, говорить Євген Захаров, 
голова Української Гельсінської спілки з 
прав людини. Так у 2011 році від насиль- 
ства в міліції постраждав майже мільйон 
(980 тисяч) українців. Це значить, що кож- 


ну хвилину в органах внутрішніх справ 
від знущань потерпають 2 людини. Це 
найбільша цифра за всі роки досліджень, 
зауважує Захаров. 

«Згідно з нашим дослідженням, за 5 
років, у період із 2005-го по 2009 рік 
оцінка кількості постраждалих від неза- 
конного насильства становила Імільйон 
300 тисяч людей по всій країні. У 2010 
році - це 790 тисяч. Це означає, що кожні 
40 секунд хтось піддається насильству в 
міліції. У 2011 році ця цифра ще більше 
зросла і досягла 980 000!» 

У МВС запевняють, що всі факти пору- 
шень перевіряють і розслідують. Началь- 
ник відділу моніторингу дотримання прав 
людини в діяльності органів внутрішніх 
справ Макар Барило говорить: щоб 
запобігти випадкам катувань у правоохо- 
ронних органах, міністерство налагоджує 
співпрацю з громадськими організаціями. 

«Хочу подякувати тим громадським 
організаціям, які надають практичну до- 
помогу у відновлення роботи мобільних 
груп контролю. Идеться саме про залучен- 
ня громадськості до контролю за умовами 
утримання громадян у кімнатах затрима- 
них, ізоляторах тимчасового тримання. 
Найближчим часом буде підписано наказ, 
буде налагоджений механізм, який забез- 
печуватиме зменшення всіх негативних 
наслідків, які призводять до порушення 
прав громадян», - зазначив Барило. 

При цьому він не уточнив, коли саме 
з'явиться цей наказ. Критерієм оцінки 
роботи міліції, запевнив чиновник, має 
бути не відсотковий показник розкриття 
злочинів, а оцінка суспільством її роботи. 

Правозахисники, зі свого боку, ка- 
жуть, що найсуворіший контроль над 
працівниками міліції повністю ситуації 
не змінить - необхідно міняти психологію 
правоохоронців. 


Етномузиканти Львова проти 
проросійської культурної політики 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

На Стрітення (15 лютого) львівські ет- 
ноколективи, зокрема фольклорний гурт 
«Коралі», започатковують «Королівські 
вечорниці» у львівському Палаці Ми- 
стецтв. Щомісячні концерти автентичної 
української пісні та танцю відбуватимуться 
безкоштовно. Чому львівські музиканти 
вдались до мистецького волонтерства? 

«Коралівські вечорниці» — це своєрідний 
виклик владі, протест львівських митців 
щодо проросійської культурної політики в 
Україні. Адже на жоден культурний захід, 
який організовується за кошт держави, не 
запрошують музикантів, які виконують, 
підтримують і популяризують автентич- 
ну українську культуру, наголосила Радіо 
Свобода учасниця єтногурту «Коралі» Га- 
лина Похилевич. 

Разом з іншими учасницями колективу 
«Коралі», Галина Похилевич ініціювала 
щомісячні концерти автентичної музи- 
ки у Львові, щоб долучити молодь до 
традиційного проведення дозвілля. До 
акції «Коралівські вечорниці» зголоси- 
лись інші львівські етноколективи. 

Львів'яни | вчитимуться | автентичних 
танців: гречаники, горлиця, голубка, коло- 
мийки, аркан, молодичка, литовський та- 
нець ойра, а також давніх традицій і пісень. 
Вечорниці безкоштовні, каже Похилевич. 

«Тому що ми хочемо, щоб приходи- 
ли студенти, львівська інтелігенція, щоб 
люди мали можливість поспілкуватись. 
Знаємо, що у людей немає грошей на 
відпочинок, однак шукали підтримки се- 
ред своїх друзів. Ми хочемо, щоб у Львові 
«Коралівські вечорниці» стали доброю 
традицією популяризації української 


культури. Якщо акцію підтримає бага- 
то людей, то це стане своєрідним те- 
стом на українськість, не у балачках, 
а на ділі. Ми задумались над тим, що 
самоідентифікація можлива лише шля- 
хом активізації національної культури, 
глибинних пластів, чим ми займаємося з 
гуртом «Коралі»», - зауважила Похиле- 
вич. 

Гурт автентичної музики «Коралі» 10 
років не лише популяризує автентич- 
ну музику 1 танці, але й бере участь у 
фольклорно-етнографічних експедиціях. 
У доробку колективу обрядові i необрядові 
народні пісні з різних українських 
регіонів, а також з терен Лемківщини, 
Підляшшя, Холмщини. Виконавці якомо- 
га точно дотримуються давньої манери 
співу і діалекту. 

У давніші часи вечорниці були єдиним 
дозвіллям українців, розповідає етнограф 
i музикант Лариса Лукашенко. Проводи- 
ли їх довгими зимовими вечорами, мо- 
лодь збиралась по хатах. 

«Дівчата вишивали і пряли, потім до 
них приходили хлопці. Вони у складчину 
приносили їжу, запрошували музикантів і 
так проводили своє дозвілля. Ми б хотіли, 
що бсучасна молодь могла пізнати ці 
традиції, пісні, танці, бо такого вони не 
почують у ресторанах і кав'ярнях, не по- 
бачать по телевізору», - каже Лукашенко. 

Ініціатори «Коралівських вечорниць» 
сподіваються, що їхня мистецька акція 
зацікавить львів'ян і гостей міста, що 
люди бажатимуть краще пізнавати багату 
українську культуру. Вечорниці у Львові 
проводитимуть щомісяця, лише з пере- 
рвою на час передвеликоднього посту. 
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Обурені «афганці» 
повернулися до 
Януковича спиною 


Дмитро Шурхало, Радіо Свобода 

Ветерани війни в Афганістані повер- 
нулися до Президента Віктора Януко- 
вича спиною, коли той покладав квіти 
до пам'ятника воїнам-афганцям, 15 
лютого. Причиною для демаршу ста- 
ло урізання соціальних виплат. А також 
те, що пам'ятник зранку був оточений 
працівниками держохорони, і афганці 
змушені були кілька годин чекати 
можливості підійти до нього. Ветерани- 
афганці обіцяють поновити протестні 
акції на захист своїх соціальних прав. Ti 
з ветеранів, хто підтримує чинну владу, 
опозицією. 

15 лютого вранці з нагоди 23-ї річниці 
виводу радянських військ із Афганістану 
у Києві до пам'ятника воїнам-афганцям 
прийшло кількасот ветеранів. Проте по- 
класти квіти вони не могли, оскільки 
за 50 метрів від пам'ятника їх зупинив 
кордон працівників держохорони. Квіти 
до пам'ятника мав покладати ШПрези- 
дент Віктор Янукович. Через це афганці 
більше ніж півтори години простояли на 
морозі, чекаючи своєї черги. 

За | словами заступника голови 
ветеранської організації «Ніхто, крім нас» 
Володимира Сердюка, їм сказали, що їх 
«немає в списку». 

«Якщо Президент приїхав вшанувати 
загиблих і живих, то ось ми - на місці. А 
якщо це порожній ритуал, то перенесіть 
пам'ятник в адміністрацію Президента», 
- обурюється ветеран-афганець. 

Відтак, коли до пам'ятника прибули 
Президент та інші державні керівники, 
пролунала команда «кругом» - і ветерани- 
афганці демонстративно повернулися до 
глави держави спиною. В інтерв'ю Радіо 
Свобода Володимир Сердюк пояснив, що 
подібним чином вони відреагували не так 
персонально на Президента, скільки на 
систему, що утискає їхні права. 

«Ми повернулися спиною до систе- 
ми, - зазначає він. - Якщо нам урізають 
наші пільги та позбавляють можливості 
відстоювати свої права в суді, то це влада 


до нас спиною повернулася». 

Ветерани-афганці кажуть, що до них 
підійшла і вибачилася за створені держо- 
хороною незручності радниця президен- 
та Ганна Герман. За словами Володимира 
Сердюка, останнім часом, через заходи 
безпеки під час прибуття перших осіб 
держави, афганці дедалі частіше більше 
відчувають себе чужими на власних уро- 
чистих заходах. 

Натомість Прем'єр-міністр Микола 
Азаров висловив здивування з приводу 
демаршу афганців. А голова української 
спілки ветеранів Афганістану Сергій Чер- 
вонописький, який покладав квіти разом 
із Президентом, висловив жаль, що деякі 
афганські організації політизували акцію 
пам'яті, назвавши активістів організації 
«Ніхто, крім нас» «політичною 
підтанцьовкою Наталії Королевської». 

Сердюк визнає, що «Ніхто крім нас» має 
контакти з опозиційними політичними 
діячами, тоді як Сергій Червонописький 
— із владою. 

«Якщо ми підтанцьовка Королевської, 
то чия тоді він підтанцьовка? У нього все 
нормально з партією влади: вони разом 
вінки покладають, списки складають», - 
зазначає він. 

Минулоріч ветерани-афганці, проте- 
стуючи проти урізання пільг, мало не про- 
рвалися до Верховної Ради. Зараз вони 
обіцяють поновити акції протесту на за- 
хист своїх соціальних прав. 

«Ми не збиралися ламати паркан під 
Верховною Радою. Mu хотіли довести до 
відома влади, що ми є. Ми послідовно бо- 
ротимемося за свої права будь-якими ме- 
тодами», - наголошує Сердюк. 

Політтехнолог Олексій  Голобуць- 
кий о стверджує, що як опозиційні, 
так i провладні політичні сили нама- 
гаються співпрацювати 3  громадсь- 
кими організаціями, які об'єднують 
чорнобильців чи афганців. Проте, коли 
йдеться про їхні особисті інтереси чи 
подібного роду заходи, то ветеранські 
організації діють передусім із власної 
ініціативи. 


Новим головою СБУ став росіянин 


Дмитро Шурхало, Радіо Свобода 

Новим головою СБУ України Прези- 
дент призначив Шоря Калініна, який до 
останнього часу очолював Управління 
Державної Охорони. Експерти у сфері 
безпеки зазначають, що подібним чином 
Віктор Янукович посилює насамперед 
охоронні функції спецслужби. 

Генерал Калінін є уродженцем Росії, ви- 
пускником Московського вищого команд- 
ного училища дорожніх та інженерних 
військ. Він кандидат військових наук 
за спеціальністю «розвідка та іноземні 
армії». Служив у KIB CCCP, учасник 
бойових дій в Афганістані. З набут- 
тям Україною незалежності займався 
викладацькою і науковою роботою в 
Національній Академії СБУ, був началь- 
ником ШЩЦентру спеціальної підготовки 
СБУ. 

Голова парламентського Комітету з пи- 
тань національної безпеки та оборони, 
народний депутат Анатолій Гриценко 
зазначає, що генерал Калінін до остан- 
нього часу займався спецпідрозділами 
та організацією охорони перших осіб 
держави. Тепер він отримав у своє 
підпорядкування структуру зі значно 
більшою сферою діяльності. 

«Хотілося, щоб він, очолюючи СБУ, 
відповідав за державну безпеку, а не за 
безпеку вищих посадових осіб. Тому що 
одна справа УДО - це охорона Президен- 
та, спікера, прем'єра, резиденцій, прото- 
кольних заходів. Це бодігарди і снайпери. 
Інша справа СБУ, де є напрями діяльності, 
яких не було в УДО: контррозвідка, бо- 
ротьба з економічною злочинністю, 
інформаційна безпека, протидія корупції 


і багато іншого», - сказав Гриценко Радіо 
Свобода. 

За його словами, останнім часом СБУ є 
причетною також до політичних справ, а 
це негативно позначилося на репутації не 
лише спецслужби, але й України загалом. 

«Чи опанує цю відповідальність Калінін 
і чи зможе він поставити СБУ в рамки 
Конституції i закону?.. Час покаже. Зараз 
про це рано говорити», - зауважив Гри- 
ценко. 

Натомість колишній речник голови 
СБУ, а нині редактор спеціалізованого на 
діяльності правоохоронців та спецслужб 
інтернет-видання «ОРД» Станіслав Ре- 
чинський зазначає, що за Радянського Со- 
юзу Держохорона була одним із основних 
структурних підрозділів спецслужби. 

«Колись це було одне з управлінь KIB, 
так звана дев'ятка, - зазначає він. - Але 
й тоді це була досить потужна структура. 
Тобто, я думаю, що в нього із керівним 
досвідом все в порядку». 

Експерти вважають, що таке призначен- 
ня свідчить про намір Президента зроби- 
ти акцент на охоронній діяльності СБУ. 
Генерал Калінін має репутацію офіцера, 
на відміну від попереднього керівника 
СБУ, він віддалений від політичних та 
бізнес-кіл. 

«Калінін не належить до донецьких креа- 
тур, - стверджує Станіслав Речинський. - 
Взагалі, наскільки мені відомо, в СБУ це 
призначення оцінили позитивно. За ним 
немає корупційних скандалів і схем. Hy, 
зрозуміло, що він виконуватиме накази 
нинішньої влади, але він не політик». 

Попередній голова СБУ Валерій Хо- 
рошковський був призначений міністром 
фінансів. 
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CIUS fosters culture of philanthropy 


(CIUS)--The Canadian Institute 
of Ukrainian Studies has updated 
its donor board with ten plates 
bearing the names of new donors, 
each of whom has recently con- 
tributed more than $25,000 to 
the institute. The board, arranged 
by donation amounts, now has 
73 plates. It features such major 
donors as Peter Jacyk, Michael 
and Daria Kowalsky, and Peter 
and Doris Kule, who have donated 
more than one million dollars each. 
The new donors include Canadians 
from Alberta, Ontario, and British 
Columbia, as well as a donor from 
the United Kingdom. In the past, 
donations have been received from 
Australia, Germany, New Zealand, 
Ukraine, and the United States. 

“The Ukrainian community is 
strongly committed to preserv- 
ing its identity and developing its 
achievements that motivate people 
to give,” notes CIUS director Dr. 
Zenon Kohut. “Historically, this 
was conditioned by a number of 
reasons, including the need of first 
immigrants to organize their com- 
munity life through churches and 
schools in new settlements, then 
to preserve the Ukrainian language 
and culture due to the threat of Rus- 
sian imperialism in the homeland, 
and now to support democratic de- 
velopment in Ukraine and promote 
knowledge about its people and 
culture internationally.” 

The new donations include a be- 
quest of nearly $500,000 from the 
Bohdan and Natalia Golemba es- 
tate (Ontario), which will provide 
scholarships for students in law or 
humanities at the Ivan Franko Na- 
tional University of Lviv to study 
or conduct research in Canada. The 
new fund will promote the long- 
established partnership between 
the two universities, including the 
student exchange program. 

A retired pediatrician, Dr. Maria 
Fischer-Slysh of Toronto, donated 
$200,000 to sponsor the publica- 
tion of two volumes of Mykhailo 
Hrushevsky’s fundamental His- 
tory of Ukraine-Rus’ in English 


translation, a project undertaken by 
the Peter Jacyk Centre for Ukrain- 
ian Historical Research at CIUS. 
She has long been known for her 
philanthropy, which has benefited 
scores of educational, religious, 
cultural, and social initiatives in 
Canada and Ukraine, including a 
gift of one million dollars to the 
Ukrainian Catholic University in 
І міу. 

Another donation of $50,000 to 
sponsor the Hrushevsky project 
was received from the late John 
Yaremko, QC, of Toronto. A for- 
mer member of the Government of 
Ontario, Yaremko was mindful of 
his roots and believed in a multi- 
cultural Canada free of racism and 
discrimination. 

Parasia Iwanec of St. Cathar- 

ines (Ontario) has established an 
endowment fund in her name and 
that of her late husband, Dr. Wasyl 
Iwanec. This is a tribute to Edmon- 
ton and Alberta, where she enjoyed 
her career as a painter. She took 
part in the embellishment of St. 
Josaphat’s Cathedral (Edmonton) 
and prepared the catalogue Ukrain- 
ian Churches of Alberta, which fea- 
tures 153 of her works. 
Serving as a priest of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church, Father Нгупогі) 
Fil of Redwater, Alberta, has estab- 
lished a fund to support Ukrainian 
religious studies. 

The establishment of the Alberta 
Ukrainian Heritage Foundation 
Endowment Fund was a collective 
effort to promote Ukrainian and 
Ukrainian-Canadian culture while 
fostering a greater understanding 
of the unique heritage of left-wing 
Ukrainians in Canada. Among 
other projects, the new fund will 
make it possible to continue the re- 
search and writing of the institute’s 
multi-volume history of Ukrainians 
in Canada, as well as to send books 
to scholarly institutions in Ukraine 
studying Canada and the Ukrainian 
diaspora. 

For years, CIUS has been carry- 
ing on its scholarly activities through 
publications, grants and scholar- 


Yanukovych appoints Russian 
as minister of defence 


(Ukrainian Journal)—President Viktor Yanukovych on Feb. 8 replaced 
Mykhaylo Yezhel with Dmytro Salamatin as Ukraine’s defence minister, 
strengthening his personal control over military forces. 

The appointment, the third major reshuffle in the government in 
less than a month, follows a similar pattern with Yanukovych picking 
candidates based on personal loyalty. 

“It’s obvious the key demand that Yanukovych had considered while 
appointing the military chief was the personal loyalty and readiness to 
implement any order,” Anatoliy Hrytsenko, a former defence minister 
and the head of the security committee in Parliament, wrote in his blog. 

Salamatin, who was born and educated in Russia, had only moved to 
Ukraine 12 years ago as a Russian citizen, and only later had obtained 


the Ukrainian citizenship. 


Salamatin was appointed as the head of Ukraine’s state arms exporting 
company Ukroboroneksport shortly after Yanukovych had won the 
presidency at the election two years ago. 

“Salamatin did not prove himself to be a person who knows military 
policy or combat strategy,” Hrytsenko said. “I’m not sure he fully 
understands at all the sector that he will now supervise.” 

The reshuffle comes days after Yanukovych has appointed Ihor Kalinin, 
a former Russian KGB spy, as the head of the SBU security service. 

Salamatin, as a member of Yanukovych’s Regions Party, is known to 
have several times participated in fist fights in Parliament by savagely 
attacking and injuring opposition lawmakers. 

He is known to have broken the nose of Volodymyr Karpuk, an 
opposition lawmaker, who had protested ratification of the Kharkiv 
agreement, which had allowed Russia to extend the stay of its navy in 
Crimea for another 25 years through 2042. 

“Now we know who will the defence ministry be defending,” Thor 
Lutsenko, an observer at Ukrayinska Pravda, said. “Now we know how 


they will do it.” 


“This person is needed to issue an order to kill. This person is able 
to do that,” Lutsenko said. “The authorities are preparing to fight. The 
authorities are getting ready for the civil war.” 


Viykola Soroka, 
donor board. 


development manager, updating the institute 5 


ships, conferences and seminars 
while expanding its network of 
media contacts and donors in many 
countries. CIUS development ef- 
forts have recently benefited from a 
generous gift of $200,000 from the 
estate of the late Edward Brodacky 
of London (England) to support the 
Hrushevsky translation project. Нау- 
ing fought in World War II, Brodacky 
settled in London, where he taught 
French at a grammar school until his 
retirement. 

Meanwhile, major new donations 


Ukrainian Professional and Business Club, Edmonton 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS), 


His publications include Russia and the West: A Reassessment (UK Defence Academy 2008) 
and The Mortgaging of Ukraine’s Independence (Chatham House 2010). His Chatham House 
monograph, The Ends and Means of Russian Influence Abroad, will be published in spring 


2012. 


University of Alberta 


Ukraine and the 
Russian Question 


Speaker: James Sherr 


James Sherr is Senior Fellow of the Russia and Eurasia 
Programme at Chatham House. Between 1995 and May 
2008, he was a Fellow of the former Conflict Studies Re- 
search Centre of the Defence Academy and is a member 
of the Social Studies Faculty of Oxford University. He 

has been a long-standing adviser to governments inthe | |/ 
UK, NATO, the EU and over many years advised Ukraine 1- 
on defence/security sector reform and related issues. 


Friday, March 9, 7:00 p.m. 


have been received from Toronto 
residents Roman Kolisnyk and 
Zenia Stechishin and from the es- 
tates of Peter Salyga (Winnipeg), 
Levko and Marika Babij (Toronto), 
and Mary Yacyshyn (Mississauga). 

CIUS development manager Dr. 
Mykola Soroka points out that the 
institute “remains one of the most 
visible units at the University of 
Alberta in attracting donations that 
stimulate the university’s schol- 
arly work, support students, and 
encourage international collabora- 


Forty-Sixth Annual Shevchenko Lecture 


Sponsored by: 


University of Alberta 


Central Academic Building (CAB) 265 


For further information, please contact: 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 
Phone: (780) 492-2972; E-mail: cius@ualberta.ca 


tion. In view of recent budget cuts, 
individual and organizational dona- 
tions have become crucial to CIUS 
activities. Many donors were born 
in Ukraine and have maintained a 
lifelong commitment to their native 
land. There are also those born in 
the new land who feel attached to 
the Ukrainian community and its 
culture. They have a sense of mis- 
sion to secure Ukrainian studies in 
Western academia and preserve the 
Ukrainian heritage for future gen- 
erations. It has always been a prior- 
ity for CIUS to honour their contri- 
bution and respect their will.” 

CIUS is grateful for all dona- 
tions, both large and small. Up- 
coming changes at the University 
of Alberta will, however, affect the 
establishment of new endowment 
funds. Starting with the new fiscal 
year that begins on April 1, 2012, 
the threshold for the establishment 
of such funds will be increased 
from $15,000 to $25,000. 

The Canadian Institute of Ukrain- 
ian Studies (CIUS) is a leading 
centre of Ukrainian studies outside 
Ukraine that conducts research 
and scholarship in Ukrainian and 
Ukrainian-Canadian studies. If you 
would like more information on the 
Institute, please visit our website at 
www.cius.ca or contact Dr. Bohdan 
Klid at (780) 492-2972; cius@ual- 
berta.ca. 


Марія Дитиняк 

Коляда- велична пісня, гімн 
життю, що прийшла до нас з 
сивої давнини. Коляда пережила 
з нами різні історичні зміни, 
легко ввійшла у християнську 
добу, прикрашаючи собою 
величне свято Різдва 
Христового, а з часом стаючи 
його невід'ємною частиною. 
Чудовий звичай колядування 
став невід'ємною частиною в 
організації окремих концертів 
коляд i щедрівок. Українське 
Музичне Товариство Альберти 
(УМТА), яке цього року буде 
святкувати 40 років існування, 
ще у 1973 році організувало 
вищезгаданий концерт. У; 
надзвичайному концерті взяли 
участь різні едмонтонські хори, 
ансамблі та співочі групи. 
Цьогорічний концерт, вже 
тридцять третій за рахунком, 
відбувся | 29-го | січня, в 
Українській православній 
катедрі св. Івана. Це чудове 
свято | урочисто | розпочала 
голова Українського Музичного 
Товариства | Альберти | Люба 
Бойко-Белл, яка привітала обох 
наших владик, преосвященного 


владику Іларіона Української 
Православної Церкви і 
преосвященного владику 


Давида Української Католицької 
Церкви, все духовенство і всіх 
присутніх. Наступним привітав 
усіх присутніх господарь 
катедри, владика Іларіон, він 
також висловив подяку УМТА 


за організацію концерту i 
підкреслив важливість коляд 
в українських звичаях та 


традиціях. Через те, що в цей 
самий день виповнилося сім 
років (2005) від інтронізації 
на посаду єпископа владики 
Іларіона, от. Миколай Равлюк 
висловив владиці BI усіх 
присутніх побажання і заохотив 
всіх заспівати владиці Іларіону 
гучне "Многая Літа". Програма 
- концерту розпочалась загальним 
співом традиційної коляди "Бог 
Превічний". 

Господарі катедри - збірний 
Український Православний хор 


(св. Андрея, Св. Антонія, св. 
Івана, св. Михаїла), диригент 
Леся  Чумер, неперевершено 
заспівали “3 нами bor” (муз. М. 
Федоріва), дві радісні колядки 
«Пресвята Марія" (муз. М. 
Гайворонського), "Нині разом 
співаючи"? (муз. К. Стеценка/В. 
Безкоровайного) і цікаву, мало 
відому  "Щедрівку" (обр. А. 
Гнатишина). 

Дуже приємною несподіванкою 
став виступ учнів Рідної Школи 
при парафії св. Юрія Переможця 
(бл. 60 учнів), диригент Лілея 
Волянська, директор Оля Миць, 


які заспівали три традиційні 
колядки: "Добрий вечір Тобі", 
“Ha небі зірка? (обидві обр. 
К. Стеценка), "Во Вифлеємі" 
(обр. (0) Нижанківського), 
переплітаючи їх  святочним 
віншуванням, 


Віночок різдвяних побажань 
виконав дитячий хор (20 дітей) 
при Українській Католицькій 
катедрі св. Йосафата, диригент 
сестра: Еммануїла | Харишин 
СНДМ, текст - сестра Mipiam 
Голуб, СНДМ, керівник Кася 
Антошко. Хор заспівав ряд 
нових, тут ще не співаних, 


різдвяних пісень. Поодинокі 
діти  виголошували різдвяні 
побажання. 

В обох дитячих виступах 


(Рідна Школа і Дитячий хор) 
відчувалося, що їхні провідники 
зуміли передати дітям любов 
до пісні, адже виконання усіх 
пісень несло велике розуміння 
та ентузіазм. 

Між дитячими виступами 
дебютував новостворений 
мішаний xop Капеля Капріє, 
диригент др. Меланія Туржон. 
Вони заспівали: "Слава во 
вишніх Богу" (обр. К. Стеценка), 
"Днесь  поюще" (обр. К. 
Стеценка), "З нами Бог" (муз. 
Tl. Чеснокова), соліст Маркіян 
Говда.  Капеля відзначається 
добрим голосовим матеріялом, 
який тембром й інтонацією 


зливається в єдину цілість що 
створює гарний хоровий звук. 
Неймовірне враження створила 
інтерпретація 


коляди | "Днесь 
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В Едмонтоні відбувся концерт коляд і щедрівок 


Збірний Український Православний хор (св. Андрея, Св. Антонія, св. Івана, св. Михаїла), диритент Леся 
Чумер. 


поюще?. 

Контрастом для великих хорів 
став виступ вокальної формації 
“Pe мінор? за участю Маркіяна, 


Олеся, Стефаня | Лазурків, 
Миколи Білаша, Ореста Гроха. 
Вони заспівали: «Радуйся 


радость Твою заспіваю" (псалом 
17 ст.), "У неділя рано"? (за М. 
Колессою - обі обр. В. Якимця), 
та "Рождество Христове весь мир 
празнує" (обр. К. Стеценка/М. 
Лазурка). Свої пісні вони часто 
черпають з репертуару відомої 
української групи "Шкардійська 
Терція", під керівництвом є 
В. Якимець. Особливо тепло 
і ніжно прозвучала коляда "У 
неділю рано?. 

Хор парафії з св. Юрія 
Переможця, диригент Ірина 
Тарнавська, подарував публіці 
славнозвісний "Щедрик" (муз. 
М. Леонтовича), "Ой,  леліє, 
Teme” (Бойківська коляда, муз. М. 
Гайворонського) та "Ой, на річці, 
на Йорлані? — в обробці знаного, 
едмонтонського | довголітного 
композитора, Сергія Яременка. 
Хор володіє чистою інтонацією, 
добрим ансамблем голосів. 
Гарне враження створила коляда 
«Ой, леліє, леліє? своїм чистим 
тонким співом. 

Шізніше виступив жіночий 
квартет "Херувими" за участю 
Андрея Лідер, Меланії Туржон, 
Петруся 1 Катрусі Тачинськіх - 
керівник др. Меланія Туржон. 
Вони виконали "Прийди, прийди 
Імануїл" (обр. Д. Вілконс), "А у 
цього хазяїна" (обр. К. Стеценка) 

"Пресвята Марія" (обр. М. 
Гайворонського). В них ідеально 
зрівноважений ансамбль, звучать 
наче б співали-грали на одній 
струні. 

Продовжив програму 
чоловічий камерний хор (12 
членів) | "Аксіос?, диригент 
Борис Дерів, який був також 
солістом B коляді "Христос 
народився" (власної обробки). 
Більш традиційно та весело 
прозвучала коляда "Вифлеємі 
во Юдеї" (склад от. І. Сембрата, 
ЧСВВ). 


Гаврилець). Належне визнання 
хорові, за  поповненя свого 
репетуару творами сучасних 
українських композиторів, адже 
виконані колядки це старовинні 
пісні в цікавій обробці трьох 
сучасних композиторів. 

Хор Української Католицької 
катедри св. Йосафата, диригент 
др. Меланія Туржон, порадував 
присутніх трьома контрастними 
колядами: "Шедше тріє царі" 
(кант 18 ст. обр. P. Стельмащука), 
"Що што 3a предиво" (обр. 
невідомого автора) цікава, рідко 
виконана, ніжна колискова, 
а також весела та бадьора 
коляда "Возвеселімся" (обр. В. 
Безкоровайного). Хор володіє 
приємним-нефорсуючим звуком. 

Хор при парафії св. Василія 
Великого, диригент Єлисавета 
Лісова-Андерсон, заспівав: 
"В Вифлеємі новина" (обр. 
Василова), цікаву обробку II. 
Маценка "Новая Радість" та "А 
вскликнули янголи" (муз. К. 
Стеценка). В хорі відчувається 
повна дисципліна, добра вимова 
фраз динамічних модуляцій. В 
кінці хор заспівав присутнім їхнє 
святкове побажання. 


На закінчення | програми 
виступив мішаний хор Дніпро 
під новим дирегуванням 
Грини Шмігельської. Хор 


Дніпро, вірний своїй традиції 
включати в свій репетуар нові 
або  призабуті твори, почав 
свій виступ 3  "Веселітеся" 
(уривок з партесного концерту 
16 ст. невідомого автора). В 
інтерпретації нової диригентки 
хор виконав його точно в стилі 


творів 16 ст. щодо легкости співу, 
голосової гнучкості, динаміки 
і | фразування. | Новаторство 
відчулося в формації хору та 
розміщенню співаків. 4 Друга 
коляда "ОЙ, на річці, на Йордані? 
(обр. К. Стеценка) зворушила 
слухачів своєю мелодійністю та 
грайливим співом. 

Варто відзначіти, що ведучою 
концерту | була талановита 


(студентка Соломія Цісар, яка 


3 відчуттям читала тексти 1 
різдвяні поезії, котрі майстерно 
підготувала Ta з впорядкувала 
невпинна Галина Котович. 

Парох катедри, от. Стефан 
Семотюк подякував 1 теплими 
словами всім присутнім, які 
заповнили катедру "по береги". 
Голова товариства Люба Бойко- 
Белл теж подякувала всім 
присутнім i особливо всім 
виконавцям (яких цього року 
було велика кількість) за їх 


прекрасний спів. Спільною 
колядою "Во Вифлеємі" 
виконавців i всіх присутніх 
закінчилася | дуже успішна 
імпреза. Кількість глядачів 


засвідчує популярність такого 
концерту та велику любов до 
української колядки 1 щедрівки. 
До зустрічі наступного року! 

З нагоди цього концерту, в 
притворі катедри відбулася 
збірка добровільних датків на 
проєкт ‘Orphanage Project in 
Ukraine — care of Western Ep- 
archy’, omoMora  сиротинцям 
в Україні, про який пояснив 0. 
Корнель Зубрицький під час 
програми. Всього було зібрано 
$3,732. 


Наступним був мішаний 

камерний хор "Верховина? при 

Спілці Української | Молоді 

Концерт відбувся в один день з сьомим ювілеєм і ізації 5 
цер: Dy овілеєм інтронізації HA пиригент | Галина | Лазурко. 


посаду єпископа владики Іларіона, enapxa Захіної Єпархії Української 
Православної Церкви Канади. Це проголосив о. Миколай Равлюк 
- «Перед початком концерту. Коли фотограф «Українських Вістей» 
був напоготові зняти світлину, владика Іларіон запросив владику 
Давида, Едмонтонського Єпарха Української Греко-Католицької 


Церкви до фотографії. Зліва направо: о. Равлюк, владика Іларіон, 
владика Давид. 


Гарно зіспіваний хор заспівав: 
"Слава во вишніх Богу" (обр. 
В. Волонтира), "Пасли пастирі 
воли? (лемківська коляда, 
обр. М. Волинського) та "Той, 
питалася княжа корона" (обр. Г. 


Хор Капеля Kipie. 
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Blessing of the Water for the Feast of Theophany at the Museum of Civilization in Gatineau, Quebec, which 


faces Parliament Hill across the Ottawa River. 


MASI celebrates Theophany at the 
Canadian Museum of Civilization 


(MASI)—Jan. 19 the Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky 
Institute of Eastern Christian Studies (MASI), held its 
annual Blessing of Water for the Feast of Theophany at 
the Museum of Civilization in Gatineau, Quebec. 

Both Eastern and Western Christians gathered 
for Vespers at Saint Onuphrius Ukrainian Catholic 
Church located within the Museum. Originally built 
in Smoky Lake, Alberta, Saint Onuphrius Church was 
dismantled and rebuilt within the Museum in 1996. 

Following Vespers, approximately 80 participants 
took part іп а procession to a beautiful ice cross erect- 


| | еф next to the Museum, in front of the Ottawa River 


for the water blessing. The cross was built by a team 
of seminarians from Holy Spirit Ukrainian Catholic 
Seminary and students of Saint Paul University under 
the supervision of Father Andrew Onuferko. 

At Vespers Father Andrea Spatafora, a Roman 
Catholic priest and Dean of the Faculty of Theol- 
ogy, Saint Paul University, assisted Father Stephen 
Wojcichowsky, Director of the Sheptytsky Institute, 
in leading the service. They were then joined for the 
Water Blessing by Father Andriy Chirovsky, Founder 
and Former Director of the Sheptytsky Institute; Fa- 


ther Roman Rytsar, Sessional Lecturer at Saint Paul 
University; and Father Taras Cherwick, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Air Command Chaplain. The singing was led 
by Sub-Deacon Brian Butcher, who is on a one-year 
contract teaching with the Institute. Prof. Butcher also 
offered an insightful reflection on the meaning of the 
ritual at the end of Vespers. 

Following the water blessing, Father Roman Ryt- 
sar, accompanied by all the children and most of the 
adults, proceeded to the bank of the Ottawa River 
where he threw a blessed cross into river to mark the 
entry of Christ into all the waters of the world. The 
group then gathered back in the Museum for a recep- 
tion of warm beverages sponsored by the events team 
of the Museum. 

Father Stephen Wojcichowsky commented, “When 
I stepped out into the courtyard and saw the ice cross 
backlit with spotlights and how it illuminated the dark- 
ness of the evening, I was deeply moved by the thought 
that the prayer of our little group was truly blessed. If 
our faith could shine as vividly and powerfully as that 
cross, then we could be authentic witnesses to Christ’s 
peace and light for the renewal of the world.” 


Former SBU head calls on UNESCO 
to protect Pochayiv Monastery 


(RISU)—Valentyn Nalyvaichenko, a public and 
political figure, ex-head of the Security Services 
of Ukraine, has forwarded an address to Director- 
General of UNESCO Irina Bokova with a request to 
help prevent the exclusion of the Pochayiv Monastery 
in Ternopil Oblast from the list of buildings which 
are not subject to privatization and to include the 
monastery on the UNESCO World Heritage List. 

In his address, posted by UNIAN.net, Feb. 13 the 
politician expressed an opinion that the efforts to 
exclude the unique monument of world heritage, one of 
the greatest Christian shrines of Ukraine, from the list 
of buildings which are not subject to privatization can 
result in the loss historic heritage due “to uncontrolled 
use of the buildings” and can lead to restrictions on 
visits of representatives of different denominations. 

He reminded that according to the Law of Ukraine 
on the List of Cultural Monuments Not Subject to 
Privatization, the buildings of the Pochayiv Monastery 
cannot be privatized. 

However, Nalyvaichenko noted that the authorities 
are making steps to change the status of the historical 
monument. 

According to the politician, a number of bills were 
submitted to the Supreme Council, which envisage 


possibilities to transfer the monastery to the Moscow 
Patriarchate. 

The address stresses that one can see from the way the 
Moscow Patriarchate maintained another monument 
of historical and architectural value appearing on the 
list of UNESCO, the Kyiv Cave Monastery, that this 
object can be ruined without the due care of the state. 
“For instance, during the night of October 8, 2007, 
the historic gate at the entrance to the Lower Lavra 
was ruined to let heavy lorries enter the territory of the 
monastery,” said Nalyvaichenko. 

“In view of the criminal inactivity of the state 
authorities, | am asking you to address urgently the 
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine with regard to the 
beginning of the procedure of the inclusion of the 
Pochayiv Monastery on the UNESCO World Heritage 
List. For, according to Article 49 of the Law of Ukraine 
on Protection of Cultural Heritage, the application for 
the inclusion on the UNESCO World Heritage List 
should be submitted by the Cabinet of Ministers of 
Ukraine upon a recommendation by the Central Body of 
the Executive Power in the area of protection of cultural 
heritage and the Ukrainian National Committee of the 
International Council on Monuments and Sites,” stressed 
Nalyvaichenko in his address. 


50th Anniversary of 
Patriarch Filaret’s 
consecration 
celebrated in Kyiv 


(RISU)—Feb. 4 at the National Opera House of Ukraine, a celebratory 
academy was held on occasion of the 50th anniversary of bishop’s con- 
secration and 45th anniversary of the ministry at the Kyivan Cathedral of 
Patriarch Filaret of Kyiv and All Rus-Ukraine. 

The event was attended by the clergy and laity of UOC-KP, representa- 
tives of scholarly and creative intelligentsia, political and public figures. 
The honorable guests included the Head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, Patriarch Sviatoslav (Shevchuk). 

The celebratory action began with the “Prayer for Ukraine” performed 
by H. Veriovka’s National Choir. The Ukrainian patriarch was greeted on 
the stage of the opera house by the members of the Synod of the Kyivan 
Patriarchate. The address was made by Metropolitan Dymytrii (Rudiuk) 
of Lviv and Sokal on behalf of the Synod. 

Uktaine’s former presidents, Leonid Kravchuk and Viktor Yushchenko _ 
delivered addresses to greet the patriarch. The head of the Parliamentary 
Committee on Culture and Spirituality, Volodymyr Yavorivskyi greeted 
the hierarch on behalf of the committee. 

Vice-Premier of the Government of Georgia, Georgii Baramidze greet- 
ed the patriarch on behalf of Georgia’s President, Mikhail Saakashvilli. 

Patriarch Filaret made an address outlining the path of his ministry as 
a bishop. 

Feb. 4, after the academy, the celebratory events continued in the Cath- 
edral of St. Volodymyr. Patriarch Filaret led all-night vigils. 

Feb. 5, Patriarch Filaret in concelebration with 40 bishops served a 
liturgy and a thanksgiving prayer service. 

In the Synodal hall of the Kyivan Patriarchate, Archbishop Simeon of 
Kotor greeted Patriarch Filaret on behalf of the Head of the Montenegrin 
Orthodox Church, Metropolitan Mykhail. Archbishop Simeon presented 
to Patriarch Filaret the Order of the Holy Cross. 


Apostolic Nuncio to 
Ukraine visits UCU 


(RISU)—On February 7, Apostolic Nuncio to Ukraine, Archbishop 
Thomas Edward Gullickson, visited the Ukrainian Catholic University 
as part of his trip to Lviv. 

He was acquainted with the history and activities of the institution, vis- 
ited the site of the construction of the new university campus, met with 
the administration of the university and teachers of the Philosophy and ~ 
Theology Faculty. 

“Before coming here, I read a lot about the activity of UCU on its 
website, but my personal acquaintance exceeded my expectations. In my 
opinion, UCU faces a lot of challenges because it is the only Catholic 
university in the post-Communist space, and students at this school must 
be courageous and purposefully follow a path that perhaps no one has 
taken before,” noted the Apostolic Nuncio after the visit. 

The Nuncio is an active blogger and has a blog Deo Volente Ex Animo, 
takes interest in modern communications and is one of the registered 
users of RISU. 

“T have recently given a lecture for the students of the Kyiv Mohyla 
Academy and mentioned RISU. In my opinion, it is one of the best por- 
tals writing about religion in Ukraine. I am also fascinated by the activity 
of the Catholic Media Center in Kyiv,” said Archbishop Gullickson in a 
brief conversation with RISU Director Taras Antoshevskyi and Deputy 
Director on Development Mariana Karapinka. 


Patriarch Sviatoslav points to 
uncontrolled processes in Ukraine 


(RISU)--According to Patriarch Sviatoslav, Today, in Ukraine, we are 
going through a very complicated period of the history of our state and 
the Church, in particular, its presence in the state. The processes are going 
on which appear to be uncontrolled, and we do not know what to expect 
tomorrow. The Head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church expressed 
this opinion at the meeting with representatives of the clergy and the 
Charitable Organization “Church in need,” held within the framework of 
his visit to Germany, reported the Information Department of UGCC. 

According to the patriarch, at this period of uncertainty, “people do not 
trust anyone but trust the Church.” 

“Tt is very interesting that people today have much more trust for the _ 
Head of the Church than for the Head of the State.” This means that our 
Church plays a tremendous role in the life of the Ukrainian nation. First 
of all, in the development of the civil society in our state. Thanks to the 
fact that we are economically independent of the state, we can enjoy the 
freedom to speak the truth,” stressed he. 

The hierarch also thanked the charitable organization “Church in Need’. 
for its support which, since the time of its foundation, it has provided for 
many Churches in need, particularly, UGCC, and expressed hope that it 
will continue to provide it. 


‘Klitschko is ready 
to unleash his 
political clout 


By Alan Hubbard, The Independent, Feb. 12, 2012 

Every evening Vitali Klitschko retires to his third-floor suite at the 
five-star spa resort in the Austrian Alps where he is preparing assidu- 
ously for the Feb. 18 fight with Londoner Dereck Chisora, and dials a 
number in Kyiv, the capital of his native Ukraine. The conversation is 
of strategy and tactics for a pending battle, though boxing is not on the 
agenda. 

Instead Klitschko spends an hour or so on a regular conference call 
with activists in the Ukrainian Democratic Alliance for Reform, the pol- 
itical party he leads in opposition to the government, against whom the 
gloves are definitely off. 

In the Tyrolean mountain village of Stanglwirt we are in the company 
of one of the most extraordinary sportsmen of the age, not only a long- 
standing world heavyweight boxing champion but a genuine political 
heavyweight with a PhD, as fluent in four languages as he is with his 
fists, now battling aggressively for democracy in his homeland. He is 

- vehemently pro-European and anti-Putin; his supporters believe he is 
even a future president. 

There are several sports figures who have entered the political arena, 
among them fellow fighter Manny Pacquiao, pole-vaulting compatri- 
ot Sergei Bubka, cricket’s Imran Khan and, in Britain, the ubiquitous 
CB Fry, the lords Coe and Moynihan and the former Olympic sprinter 
“Ming” Campbell. 

But none has quite carried the clout of the 6ft 8in son of a former 
Soviet air force colonel and elder brother of Wladimir — like Vitali that 
rarity in sport, a gentleman and a scholar — with whom he has dignified 
and dominated the heavyweight division for more than a decade. 

“These days I spend 90 per cent of my time on politics,” he admitted 
to me last week. “Sometimes I don’t sleep too well because the brain 
is burning with what I have to do. The training camp for me is like a 
vacation. Whenever I come from it my wife tells me, “Wow, you look so 
fresh.’ 

“After training I have this conference call with my party colleagues in 
Ukraine,” he added. “In boxing I am alone in the ring but in politics it is 
teamwork. I have some good people around me. Alone І can do nothing. 
Immediately after the fight, I will be going back to Ukraine to do my 
work there. Ukraine needs to be a European country, we are European 
with our history and mentality. Geographically we are in the middle of 
Europe but we are very far away from Europe with our life standards. 

“We need to make many changes. In 1991, I was 20 years old. I voted 
for the independence of our country. Everyone had a dream to build a 
new, modern Ukraine. Last summer we celebrated 20 years’ independ- 
ence. 

“My last fight was in Poland and I saw the big steps that they had 

~ taken during their independence, especially for democracy. This is not 
so in Ukraine. It is a corrupt country. Now I want to stop my home from 
sliding into tyranny. I believe we can but you just can’t sit in a chair and 
do it. We have seen Ukraine slide down from democracy. It is still my 
dream that we can be a modern democratic country and that is what I am 
fighting for.” 

КІ, as he is known, who has represented Ukraine at the Council of 
Europe, first made his mark in politics in the ring in December 2004, 
when he wore an orange flag on his shorts in support of the revolution 
that reversed election of Viktor Yanukovych as president after he was ac- 
cused of election fraud. Since then he has gained a seat on Kyiv’s coun- 
cil — which he describes as “run like a banana republic” — and formed 
UDAR, whose initials aptly form the Ukrainian word for “punch”. The 
party now have some 400 councillors and 10,000 members. 

“We have big support and right now we are the fourth biggest party 
in Ukraine and we have the best dynamic. By the next election we hope 
to be the second or third,” says Klitschko. He once ran unsuccessfully 
for mayor of Kyiv and it looks likely he will do so again in November’s 
elections. 

Meantime there is a more immediate contest against Chisora in Mun- 
ich’s Olympiahalle — his 10th defence of heavyweight boxing’s most 
prestigious title, the WBC belt (brother Wlad now holds the four others 
after relieving David Haye’s toe-hold on the WBA version). 

Only three of his 45 opponents survived to the final bell, and Klitschko 
eats Brits for breakfast. Lennox Lewis was the only one of five he found 
indigestible, suffering a gashed eyebrow when he was ahead in 2003, 
since when he has barely lost a round. 

Yet he is 40 years old now, greying at the temples and clearly more 
concerned with political infighting in Ukraine than bludgeoning oppon- 
ents in the ring. He also acknowledges that the 27-year-old Chisora is 
younger, hungrier and aggressive. “It will be an interesting fight,” he 

muses. “He has a big heart and the motivation.” 

Boxing has always had its characters and “Del Boy” is among them. 
Zimbabwe-born, public school-educated and a one-time tearaway, he 

- collects antiques and vintage cars and has just acquired a 1970 London 
cab. Boxing-wise he is an enigma, abjectly surrendering his British title 
to Tyson Fury before getting the Finn end of the wedge in Helsinki when 
he was blatantly robbed in a gutsy European title challenge against the 

Klitschko-sized Robert Helenius. 

He is in great shape, has a sturdy chin and will give it a go, knowing 

he cannot knock out the 16-1 on Klitschko but promising to outwork 
~~ him in what is only his 18th fight. To do so he will have to get under Dr 
fronfist’s sledgehammer left jab, which another British opponent, Danny 

Williams, says makes him wince whenever he thinks about it. “It’s hor- 

rible,” says Williams, “like getting hit with a slab of concrete.” 
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Croatia edge Ukraine in 
shootout to advance to semis 


By Wayne Harrison 

(UEFA)—Croatia are through to the UEFA Euro- 
pean Futsal (Indoor Soccer) Championship semi-finals 
for the first time after a 3-1 penalty shoot-out triumph 
over Ukraine, Feb. 6. 

Following a 1-1 draw over 40 minutes, in which De- 
nys Ovsyannikov’s own goal at a boisterous Spaladi- 
um Arena was cancelled out by Ukraine’s Serhiy Che- 
pornyuk, the game went into two goalless five-minute 
periods of extra time. 

In the shoot-out, Ivo Jukic, who plays his club fut- 
sal for local side MNK Split, saved three of Ukraine’s 
first four efforts, to delight the competition-record 
crowd of 9,800. The hosts can now look forward to a 
tie against Serbia or Russia in the first Arena Zagreb 
semi-final on Thursday. 

Croatia wasted little time in trying to avenge the 4-1 
defeat by their opponents in the FIFA Futsal World Cup 
main round in December, with local favourite Dario 
Магіпоуїс flashing a shot wide inside six seconds. 

Marinovic¢ then whacked the outside of a post having 
been played down the line by club colleague Franko 
Jelovci¢. Ukraine, though, were not letting the atmos- 
phere affect them, as they patiently probed for a chink 
in Croatia’s armour. 


Sports 


Yet, save for when Juki¢ slid out to dispossess Che- 
pornyuk and Jelovcié took the ball off Ovsyannikoy as 
he prepared to pull the trigger, Ukraine seldom gave 
cause for alarm before half-time. Indeed, they fell be- 
hind before it when Ovsyannikov deflected in Jakov 
Grcié’s ball back from the goal line. 

Roared оп by chants of ‘Hrvatska, Hrvatska’ be- 
fore the break, Croatia began the second period with 
Tihomir Novak firing wide. Warnings were never far 
away, however, and a few minutes after Chepornyuk 
hit the side netting, the same player found the bottom 
right-hand corner of Jukic’s goal. 

Temporarily silenced, the crowd soon rediscovered 
their collective voice as their side pushed again. It was 
Gennadiy Lisenchuk’s charges who posed the greater 
threat as the game entered extra time, where Oleksandr 
Kondratyuk swiftly struck a post and Jukié blocked 
Valeriy Legchanov’s free-kick. 

From the spot, Juki¢ denied Kondratyuk, Serhiy 
Zhurba апа Legchanov to seal a historic last-four place 
for the hosts. 


Spain find form to top Ukraine 


By Paul Saffer from Arena Zagreb 

(UEFA)—Spain hit top form Feb. 5 at UEFA Futsal 
(Indoor Soccer) EURO 2012 with a comfortable 
victory that gives them first place in Group B above 
Ukraine, their fellow quarter-finalists. 

Behind on goal difference at kick-off, Spain 
improved on their opening 4-2 win against Slovenia 
and were four to the good at the break, able to ease off 
in the second period. 

Ukraine coach Gennadiy Lysenchuk opted to give 
Dmytro Lytvynenko a go in goal and he was busy 
from the start, saving from Alemao and Rafael Usin. 
But Borja then took over from Usin up front and 
intercepted a Ukraine kick-in to comfortably beat 
Lytvynenko. 

The Ukraine counterattacking game, so potent in the 
6-3 win against Slovenia, was seldom in evidence as 


they rarely had the ball, or any space when they did. 
Then towards the end of the first half it was time for 
Spain to turn on the style. 

First Miguelin turned in a Torras cross. Then Usin was 
twice rewarded for a superb display as he finished off a 
fine passing move following Kike’s centre, and soon after 
produced a cheeky finish through the legs of Lytvynenko. 
Both teams switched their goalkeepers at the break, 
Cristian on for Spain and making his senior competitive 
debut for Ukraine, Kyrylo Tsypun, who made a pair of 
impressive early saves from Sergio Lozano. 

At the midway point in the half Denys Ovsyannikoy 
was deployed as a flying keeper for Ukraine and after a 
long spell of possession, Oleksandr Kondratyuk played 
the ball in and, under pressure from Maxym Pavlenko, 
Kike volleyed into his own net. The comeback was 
never on, though, and Lozano came close three times. 


Italy beat Ukraine in Fed Cup 


Flavia Pennetta shook off a sore back and paired 
with Roberta Vinci to secure a decisive doubles point 
for Italy in a 3-2 win over Ukraine on Feb. 5 that put 
the hosts in the Fed Cup semifinals, reported CBSS- 
ports.com.. 

Pennetta sat out the singles competition but looked 
sharp in a 7-5, 0-6, 6-1 win over Lesia Tsurenko and 
Olga Savchuk. 

Earlier that day, former French Open champion 
Francesca Schiavone rallied to beat Kateryna Bondar- 


enko 6-7 (6), 7-5, 6-4, but Sara Errani retired midway 
through her match with the 121st-ranked Tsurenko to 
draw Ukraine level 2-2. 

The previous days Tsurenko routed 2010 French 
Open champion Francesca Schiavone 6-1, 6-2, leav- 
ing Ukraine tied with Italy after their opening singles 
matches, reported The Associated Press. 

The 121st-ranked Tsurenko dominated with a big 
serve and accurate volleys, while Schiavone lacked 
her usual aggressiveness and fleet footwork. 


Druzhba-78 coach found dead in cell 


By Sam Wood, Philadelphia Inquirer, Feb. 10, 2012 

Ivan Praviloy, the former coach of the Ukrainian 
national hockey team who was accused of sexually 
assaulting underage boys in Mount Airy, was found 
dead early Feb. 10 ina federal jail cell in Philadelphia. 

Staff at the Federal Detention Center in Center 
City found Ргаміїоу, 48, unresponsive in his cell 
about 3 a.m. and attempted to resuscitate him, prison 
spokesman Darrin Howard said. 

Praviloy was taken to a hospital and pronounced 
dead at 3:45 a.m., Howard said. 

“The FBI has been notified, and the cause of death 
is being investigated,’ Howard said. “Preliminary 
information suggests the probable cause of death to 
be a suicide. However, an autopsy will be conducted 
by the medical examiner to confirm the exact cause of 
death.” 

Ргаміїоу was arrested in Philadelphia in January and 
charged with sexually assaulting two young hockey 
players in a Mount Airy apartment. 

Federal authorities charged him on sex-tourism 
counts. He pleaded not guilty to the charges. 

Ргауіїоу faced similar charges in his home country, 


according to an Interpol warrant. 

He operated the Unique Hockey School, which 
hosted hockey camps along the Eastern seaboard. 
He also was a director of the New England Sports 
Academy in Massachusetts. He lived in Cherry Hill 
and maintained an apartment in Mount Airy, according 
to federal investigators. 

His youth program, also known as Druzhba78, had 
brought hundreds of young Ukrainian players to the 
United States and Canada to train with North American 
teens. The Ukrainians, driven by dreams of playing 
in the NHL or winning college hockey scholarships, 
traveled from city to city and were housed with local 
host families from Quebec to the District of Columbia. 

Following an investigation by Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement agents, the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office filed charges alleging Praviloy had transported 
minors across state lines for the purpose of engaging in 
illicit sexual conduct. 

An ICE spokesman at the time of his arrest said, “We 
believe there are many more victims.” 

Pravilov faced 40 years in federal prison if found 
guilty of the sex-tourism charges. 
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Ukraine struggles to find 
alternatives to Russian gas 


By Pavel Korduban 

After Moscow’s refusal to cut gas prices for this 
year, Kyiv has threatened to cut its imports from Rus- 
sia between 27 billion cubic meters (bem) of gas and 
33 bem from the 40 bem imported by the national oil 
and gas company Naftohaz Ukrainy last year. Last 
fall, Ukraine’s Energy Minister, Yuriy Boyko, threat- 
ened to cut Russian gas imports to as little as between 
7 bem and 12 bem per annum within five years. Kyiv 
has been seeking alternatives to Russian gas. Such 
alternatives as shale gas extraction, in connection to 
which the government invited foreign investors to two 
fields in western and eastern Ukraine, will take many 
years to launch. Others such as replacing gas with 
coal in thermal power plants have technological and 
environmental constraints. The import of liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) and the development of conven- 
tional gas fields at home look plausible as alternatives 
to Russian gas. However, Ukraine is increasingly fa- 
cing problems in these two directions. 

One of President Viktor Yanukovych’s main goals 
at this year’s World Economic Forum in Davos was to 
speed up Ukraine’s LNG import project. The govern- 
ment planned to launch the first stage of a new LNG 
terminal in 2014, to process LNG to be imported 
by tankers from Azerbaijan and possibly also Qatar. 
However, not only has construction work not yet start- 
ed, but no exact site for the terminal has been selected. 
This may have turned off investors, and the business 
daily Kommersant-Ukraine reported on January 30, 
quoting national projects head Vladislav Kaskiy, that 
Yanukovych failed in Davos to promote interest in 
the terminal project. Moreover, Ukraine also failed 
to sign a planned agreement on LNG deliveries with 
Azerbaijan. The government hoped that Azerbaijan 
would agree to deliver up to 15 bem of gas per annum. 
Yanukovych only said that “another round of talks” 
was held with Azerbaijan, that two memoranda would 
be signed shortly, and that trilateral talks on energy 
matters were under way between Ukraine, Azerbaijan 

- апа Turkey. 

Ukrainian newspapers have speculated that Baku 
delayed the agreement because its close ally Turkey 
also wants to import more gas from the country, and 
consequently Azerbaijan may not have enough gas. 
Nezavisimaya Gazeta claimed on January 30 that 
Azerbaijan decided го punish Ukraine for selling arms 
to Armenia. According to the newspaper’s source in 
Ukraine, last summer and fall Baku warned Kyiv 
against continuing to sell arms to Armenia, but these 
warnings were ignored. 

Ukraine still has untapped resources in the Black 


Sea and the Sea of Агоу basin. Naftohaz’s subsidiary, 
Chornomornaftohaz, has been working in the Black 
Sea since the early 1980s, but the government pre- 
ferred to buy relatively cheap Russian gas rather than 
invest in deep sea drilling. Last year, Naftohaz finally 
bought two deep drilling rigs for Chornomornaftohaz. 
The first one should allow Ukraine to extract an addi- 
tional 1 bem of gas this year, Boyko estimated. How- 
ever, the energy ministry has had to refute “the ac- 
cusations of the alleged non-transparency of the ten- 
der purchase of [allegedly] overpriced drilling rigs,” 
saying that the US company Halliburton audited the 
deal on the first rig and found no violations. Zerkalo 
Nedeli reported last spring that Chornomornaftohaz 
would pay $400 million for an oil rig from a British- 
based intermediary founded by two Latvians, which 
had acquired it from the Singaporean manufacturer 
Keppel for just $248.5 million. Moreover, it emerged 
early this year that the intermediary went into liquida- 
tion. 

Such allegations of non-transparency will do little to 
attract Western investors to Ukraine’s Black Sea pro- 
jects. However, Russia’s Gazprom apparently has not 
been discouraged. Gazprom, whose share of the local 
market the Ukrainian government wants to diminish 
with the help of offshore projects, recently confirmed 
its intention to join them. Gazprom announced on 
January 24, that it was about to set up a joint venture 
with Naftohaz to explore the Pallas field in the Black 
Sea. Gazprom revealed that an agreement on this was 
reached with Naftohaz during talks in Moscow on 
January 18. Gazprom stated that Pallas was the most 
promising area in the Black Sea, containing up to 121 
bem of recoverable gas, according to calculations by 
Naftohaz. Gazprom’s experts are scheduled to go to 
Ukraine in February to discuss details. 

However, Ukrainian experts quoted by the daily 
Kommersant-Ukraine on January 25 were sceptical 
about Gazprom’s plans, suggesting that Gazprom’s 
real goal might be to delay Ukraine’s Black Sea ex- 
ploration projects. Meanwhile, Naftohaz has started 
talks with Brazil’s Petrobras on joint exploration in 
the Black Sea, according to Ukrainian Foreign Min- 
ister Kostyantyn Hryshchenka. He said after visiting 
Brazil that the two companies were studying where 
exactly in the Black Sea joint exploration could start. 
Hryshchenko said it would be too early to speak about 
terms and conditions at the moment. 


Russia bans Ukrainian Cheese 


_ (RFE/RL)—A dispute over Ukrainian cheese is 
threatening to further damage relations between Rus- 
sia and Ukraine, where officials are accusing Moscow 
of political blackmail. 

After Georgian wine, Polish meat, and European 
vegetables, it’s Ukrainian cheese that has come under 
the scrutiny of Russia’s consumer-goods watchdog, 
Rospotrebnadzor. 

The combative agency has barred imports of cheese 
from three major Ukrainian producers, accusing them 
of using excessive quantities of palm oil in their prod- 
ucts — a charge the producers vehemently deny. 

Ukraine announced on February 13 that it would send 
samples to independent laboratories abroad for analy- 
sis after Rospotrebnadzor chief Gennady Onishchenko 
abruptly called off an agreement under which the Rus- 
sian agency and Ukrainian authorities were meant to 
jointly inspect the embattled cheese factories. 

Like many officials in Kyiv, Anatoli Kinach, a for- 
mer Ukrainian prime minister and economy minister 
who now heads the country’s Union of Industrialists 
and Entrepreneurs, believes the so-called “cheese 
war” has, in fact, little to do with food quality. 

“This process should be taking place without eco- 
nomic or political pressure,’ Kinach said. “The fact 
that Ukraine is forced to turn to a third party is not the 
ideal method to resolve such an issue.” 

His comments echo remarks by Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Mykola Azaroy, who has accused Russian 
dairy producers of initiating the dispute to discredit 


their Ukrainian rivals. 

Russia last year accounted for some 80 percent of 
Uksainian cheese exports. 

Rospotrebnadzor’s past bans on foreign food prod- 
ucts have often been denounced as political stunts 
serving the interests of the Kremlin, and the “cheese 
war” is no exception. 

“There is definitely a political aspect here,” said 
Pavlo Rozenko, an expert on social policy with the 
Kyiv-based Razumkov Center think tank. “Certain 
circles in Russia support an ideology that implies con- 
trolling Ukraine:so that її is forced to compromise on 
gas issues, on the customs union, the free-trade zone, 
and more generally on integration processes. And 
Ukrainian authorities are allowing others to make fun 
of them by playing the game of integration with Rus- 
sia and the European Union.” 5 

Russia has repeatedly called on Ukraine to join its 
Customs Union with Belarus and Kazakhstan, while 
Kyiv has been pursuing a free-trade agreement with 
the European Union. 

In recent years, Russia and Ukraine have also bit- 
terly sparred over the price of Russian natural gas. 

The impact of the “cheese war” is already being felt 
in Ukraine. At least one cheese factory has temporar- 
ily halted production and economists predict a drop 
in domestic prices if products originally destined for 
export start flooding the Ukrainian market. 

Written by Claire Bigg, with reporting from RFE/RL 5 
Ukrainian Service 
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Ryan Borle (left) with Theresa Comeau during the Ukrainian Community 
Council's social at the Taste of Ukraine Restaurant in St. Albert, Feb. 3. 


New manager for 
Servus Delton Branch 
and Ukrainian Council | 


(UkrNews)—Theresa Comeau, currently a District Support Manager 
with Servus Credit Union, will be taking over the Delton Branch, and 
with it responsibility for the Ukrainian Community Council from Ryan 
Borle, March 1. 

Borle will be moving into the operations department for eight months 
and plans to retire in October. 

He says he’s truly enjoyed working with the Ukrainian community dur- 
ing his 12 years at Delton. 

“Tt’s just been a blast. I’ve met so many different people over the years 
and-working with the various organizations. ...It was a great experience 
for me and I’ve met so many people within the Ukrainian community 
that show how valuable they are in contributing to the Ukrainian way of 
life and the culture and the various things within the Ukrainian organiza- 
tions,” he told Ukrainian News. 

Comeau, who is of Ukrainian origin as her maternal grandmother 
(Mary Marchiniuk) immigrated to Canada from what is now Ukraine, has 
previously served as manager of the Edmonton Manning and Edmonton 
Clearwater/Lancaster Park Branches. 

“T am definitely looking forward to working with the Ukrainian Com- 
munity Council and meeting new people,” she says. 
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